
“I Have Some Questions About
Women in the Church”
Dear Sue,

I have read your answer to email “Should Women Be Pastors?”
and have a few questions for you.

•  Do  you  believe  a  woman  can  teach  a  man  under  any
circumstances?
• Do you believe women can be preachers?
• Do you believe women can be elders?
• Do you believe women can be deacons?
• Are there any limitations for women in scripture?
• Do you belong to any church (congregation)?

Hello ______,

1.  Do  you  believe  a  woman  can  teach  a  man  under  any
circumstances?

If a pastor or the spiritual leaders of a congregation ask a
woman to come in under their authority and address a topic on
their behalf, and if she maintains an attitude of submission
and humility in the process mindful of the restrictions of 1
Tim. 2:12 (“But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise
authority over a man”), I think a case can be made for it.
Also, if a woman is teaching women and a man wants to come in
and listen, I think that’s fine since the scriptures do not
prohibit a man from learning from a woman. The problem, as I
understand it, is for a woman to be in a position of spiritual
authority over men.

I like how the Council for Biblical Manhood and Womanhood puts
this: “The teaching inappropriate for a woman is the teaching
of men in settings or ways that dishonor the calling of men to
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bear the primary responsibility for teaching and leadership.
This primary responsibility is to be carried by the pastors or
elders.” (www.cbmw.org/Questions-and-Answers)

2. Do you believe women can be preachers?

Absolutely—to other women. The Women of Faith conferences are
a good example of that.

3. Do you believe women can be elders?

No. 1 Tim. 3:2 states the requirement of elders being the
husband  of  one  wife.  It  is  limited  to  men.  The  biblical
pattern of spiritual leadership and authority in the church is
of male leadership.

4. Do you believe women can be deacons?

Yes, but this is not a hill I’m willing to die on. Romans 16:1
commends  Phoebe  as  a  servant  of  God,  which  can  also  be
translated “deacon.” It also seems to me that 1 Tim. 3:8-13,
which describes the qualifications for deacon, can and does
include women.

Even if they’re not called deacons, a lot of women serve the
Lord through serving the church. This is how much of the work
gets done, and since we are all called to service in one way
or another, the needs of God’s people are met. People hung up
on titles are focusing on the wrong thing; if we’re focused on
loving and serving Jesus, it doesn’t matter if someone else
puts a label on it. Personally, I believe a lot of women will
receive the reward of “Well done, good and faithful servant”
from the Lord regardless of whether they were ever called
deacons or not.

5. Are there any limitations for women in scripture?
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1 Timothy 2:11-15
restricts women from teaching or exercising authority over
men.

1 Corinthians 14:34-36
says that women are to be silent in the churches in a spirit
of submission. My understanding is that this protects the
orderliness  of  the  worship  and  teaching  times  from  the
disruptions of inquisitive and verbal women. It also helps us
to maintain an attitude of submission to the Lord and to the
church leadership. However, 1 Cor. 11:5 permits women to pray
and prophesy, so TOTAL silence is not what the above passage
is prescribing. This call to silence is about not dishonoring
the role of men as leaders of the congregation.

1 Corinthians 11:2-16
teaches male headship in the marriage relationship and male
leadership in the church.

6. Do you belong to any church (congregation)?

Yes, I’m a member of Watermark Community Church in Dallas,
Texas.

Sue Bohlin

© 2002 Probe Ministries
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“What About Us Women Not From
Venus?”
This question is sent in response to the article “Men are from
Mars,  Women  are  from  Venus.”  Are  all  women  relationally
oriented? What about the introverts out there? What about the
goal-oriented women?

Being an introvert myself, I have had to work at caring for
other people and reaching out, as God commands. I naturally
want  to  do  things  by  myself  and  for  myself.  When  I  get
stressed out or upset, I withdraw from people into my “cave.”

I am also goal-oriented. I cannot multi-task. I can only focus
on one thing at a time. My motivation is achieving the goal. I
strongly dislike group projects.

My fiancé is the opposite of me. He is very relational, loves
to be around people, talks a lot, and is not as goal-oriented.

In my experience, there are many people like us. How can this
be explained? If God designed woman to be relational, then why
am I (and many others) not wired that way?

Great questions.

I do think that at our core, women are relationally-oriented,
which you will probably see once you have children and the
concept  of  “family”  becomes  much  more  important  to  you.
Particularly in American culture which has been so steeped in
feminism, women’s mindsets have been shaped to be more male-
like, and there are more and more women saying the same thing
as you.

When Ray and I give our “Mars/Venus” lecture, we run into
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couples like you and your fiancé from time to time, where it
looks  like  somebody  switched  the  labels.  <smile>  But  the
interesting thing is, you guys still find each other! There is
still  a  beautiful  complementarity  to  the  male-female
relationship where each person’s strengths and weaknesses are
balanced by the other person’s strengths and weaknesses.

Sometimes  people  become  independent  and  self-reliant  not
because of their gender but because of their family dynamics.
That doesn’t change what it means to be a woman at the core of
your being, though. Your experience of being independent and
self-reliant is going to be different from a man’s experience.
And honestly, they are both a challenge to living as God wants
us to—depending fully on HIM instead of on ourselves. Being
fiercely independent can be a curse; it’s a way of digging our
own cisterns (Jer. 2:13) instead of going to the source of
Living Water in complete dependence and neediness. But you
didn’t ask that question, so I’ll get off my soapbox now!
<grin>

I’d be interested in having this discussion with you a few
years down the road after you’re married and hopefully have
children. I wonder if you would still see yourself as not
being relational anymore. If you think of it, pop back in and
let me know, OK?

Warmly,

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries



“What is a Biblical View of
Transgendered  People  and
Hermaphrodites?”
Hello,  I  would  like  to  know  the  biblical  insight  on
transgenderism [Definition: appearing as, wishing to be considered as, or
having undergone surgery to become a member of the opposite sex] and other
sexual defects of the human body. There are lots of issues
like hermaphroditism and inter-sexualism [a set of medical conditions
where the sex chromosomes, external genitalia, or an internal reproductive system

are not considered “standard” for either male or female]. Please try to clear
these issues up with sound doctrine.

There are really two issues here: 1) transgendered people and
2) the intersexed (new term) or hermaphrodites (older term).

The first is usually an emotional problem, not really a sexual
one.  The  “transgendered”  label  reflects  a  sexual  identity
confusion  and  not  a  true  condition.  God  doesn’t  create  a
person with the genitals of a male and the consciousness and
heart of a female. In Genesis 1:26, the Bible says, “And God
created man in His image, in His likeness; male and female He
created them . . . . and it was very good.” In addition, 1
Corinthians 14:33 says that “God is not a God of confusion but
of  peace,”  so  deliberately  creating  someone  with  self-
contradiction appears to go against the very nature of God.

Maleness  and  femaleness  are  God’s  choice,  determined  at
conception. But growing into one’s masculinity or femininity
and embracing it can be thwarted by very early events that
prevent children from having a clear sense of their gender.
Gender identity is a developmental issue, and it starts at
birth. All the many, many layers of affirmation and validation
of one’s personhood that contribute to self-understanding (of
which gender is a part) start getting laid down the moment one
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is born, and they go on hour by hour, day by day, for years in
childhood. No wonder so many people think they were born gay,
lesbian, or transgendered! They can’t remember all the way
back to birth when the messages they received about who they
were,  had  yet  to  be  delivered.  In  addition,  some  people
perceive the messages of parents and family differently than
what was intended, and those perceptions ARE their reality.

The biblical view is that God’s intent for every male is to
grow  into  masculinity,  and  for  every  female  to  grow  into
femininity. When that doesn’t happen, the culture has come up
with  new  labels  to  describe  something  new  and  different:
transgendered, transsexual. I believe God isn’t affected by
these new labels nor does He have to honor them: He sees the
people behind the labels as His precious, broken children.
It’s only recently that the culture has tried to suggest that
“a woman in a man’s body” and vice versa is a variation of
what is normal and right. The biology of sex alone tells us
that  homosexuality  (under  which  these  other  categories  of
emotional/sexual dysfunction should be put) is not normal. The
Bible  tells  us  (Genesis  1:26)  that  God’s  intent  is
heterosexuality,  with  definite  boundaries  between  men  and
women in both appearance and behavior. (I can give you more
information on this concept if you want.)

I recently attended a national Exodus conference, a gathering
of about 900 people who are walking out of homosexuality and
those who minister to them. It was interesting to me to see
people there who would call themselves transgendered, as well
as transsexuals who had had sex-change surgery. They were at
the conference because of a growing awareness that they had
interfered with God’s plan for their lives; God had revealed
His intent for their gender at birth. They had been living as
the opposite sex in a false self that was tragically far from
what God had intended for them, and that explained why the
great pains to which they had gone to fix their brokenness
didn’t bring the peace and relief they thought they would get
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through assuming a new identity and/or having surgery.

Concerning  intersexed  people  (hermaphrodites),  allow  me  to
share  what  my  friend  Rev.  Mark  Chalemin  (now  serving  as
Education Director at Coaches Outreach) and I collaborated on
to answer this question for someone else:

By definition a hermaphrodite is “a person born with both
male and female sex organs.” Within this definition there
are three labels; true, female pseudo, and male pseudo. The
first category is extremely rare with only 350-450 known
cases. The second type, and the most common, is female
pseudo resulting in 1 of every 14,000 births. The main cause
for  this  is  a  condition  known  as  Congenital  Adrenal
Hyperplasia. In these cases there is an overproduction of
testosterone causing some “masculinized” features in the
female. This does not mean that there is any real gender
confusion. There is not. As with any female, her chromosome
is XX. Any slight mutation, that may accompany is treated
early by corrective surgery. The same situation may occur in
baby boys with the same treatment. (There is a movement to
stop this surgery, which is being called genital mutilation
by some of those who have had it, and allow children’s
bodies to grow and develop naturally, even if they are
different.) It seems that even with ambiguous genitalia,
these kids “know” if they are intrinsically male or female.

In either situation, the sexual identity, given by God, may
perhaps reveal traits normally associated with the opposite
sex. For example, the baby girl may grow up to be naturally
more athletic or aggressive than the average woman, but she
is very much a woman. Similarly, the baby boy may have a
naturally heightened sensitivity and/or affinity towards the
arts. Nevertheless, he is still very much a man.

What is God’s take in all of this?

God views every individual as He made them. While He did not



make clones, he did create males and females with certain
unique sexual characteristics. He also intended for males to
manifest  primarily  masculine  characteristics,  and  for
females  to  manifest  primarily  feminine  characteristics,
although both sexes reflect aspects of both the masculine
and  the  feminine  in  varying  degrees.  Along  with  those
traits, He has provided direction on how we are to relate to
one another. There is no prohibition regarding a slightly
more “masculine” female or a slightly more “feminine” man.
God  views  them  as  he  does  anyone  else,  with  love  and
delight, and He desires that they experience all the freedom
all He designed them to have, within the boundaries of the
sexual  identity  God  gave  to  them.  The  fact  that  some
individuals are born with evidence of mutations in their
sex-determining genes doesn’t change their value in God’s
eyes any more than someone born with the mutation that
causes cystic fibrosis or sickle-cell anemia.

You asked for sound doctrine; I can only respond with the wise
and loving boundaries that God has established for sex (which
is usually the issue here, right?). All sexual behavior is to
be contained within marriage (see the many condemnations of
fornication). Men are to act and appear as men, and women are
to act and appear as women (Deuteronomy 22:5). Even those born
with  genital  ambiguity  are  expected  to  submit  to  His
boundaries. I realize this is a very politically incorrect
perspective in a sex-saturated culture that declares sexual
expression is a right for everyone. But it isn’t. God wants
every  person,  regardless  of  their  genital  or  chromosomal
condition,  to  submit  his  or  her  sexuality  to  Him  and  to
glorify Him in whatever state we find ourselves.

I hope this helps.

Sue Bohlin
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I was moved by this email I received from someone who lives
with the challenges of intersex every day, and wanted to share
it here:

A pastor friend was removed from being a pastor due to the
nature  of  his  birth  (intersexed)  in  having  both  male  and
female parts, but condition helped with surgery, now married
with children.

I am at the foundational level of intersexed in being an XXY
male, was 53 before learning of my condition, but had gone
through the change of life and also excessive breast tissue
for a male.

I am always offended when we as intersexed people are spoken
of in the same breath with homosexuals or added to their
agenda when those of us who follow Jesus are as much opposed
to the gay lifestyle as any other who will not compromise
God’s Word to validate sin or lust. I also believe that a true
Eunuch is one who is unmarried and celibate which is only for
those with the gift to remain that way.

To this day I have never heard a sermon or teaching regarding
hermaphrodites in the church—covered by the same grace but
forced into the basement due to ignorance and an imposed shame
for being “so born from our mother’s womb,” something we had
no  choice  about,  unlike  those  acting  on  their  homosexual
feelings  or  those  with  a  mental  condition  rather  than  a
genetic defect which is temporary.

Your article about “transgendered” was interesting but I am
more concerned about attitudes we encounter for being who we
are which to me is just unique. Scars today only say that
healing happened and no more open wounds. . . Just as Jesus is
proud of His scars that say healing happened.

To me there is just the Natural man, Spiritual man and the



carnal Christian, only three kinds of people on the planet
with  a  variety  of  physical  and  mental  differences.  But
attitudes we encounter as intersexed people would lead folks
to think maybe there is an additional “type” who doesn’t fit
any mold or classification or addressed in scripture. But
again  the  only  problem  I  see  is  attitudes  springing  from
ignorance; one can not love God without loving all the people
of God, yet the subject is rarely if ever addressed completely
to make us at least feel as if we fully belong among other
people more normal than we are and that we are not freaks. The
real us is spirit!

I also received this email:

Hi Sue,

Just  read  your  blog  on  transgendered  issues.  Agree
wholeheartedly. There is a third category that appears as XY =
Female. This occurs due to a hormone receptor deformity that
renders the fetus insensitive to androgen hormones. The degree
of sexual formation differs between females with vagina and
partially formed males—though nor hermaphrodite. This category
is considered Partial Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome (PAIS)
and Complete Androgen Insensitivity Syndrome (CAIS). To your
point, these children are fully female (perhaps extremely so)
and there is no confusion regarding their design. Genetically,
they test as XY, but physiologically they are female from
birth.  I  should  note  that  they  are  all  sterile  and  many
require a Y-V vaginoplasty to create a vaginal opening and
open the musculature for the vagina itself. They also require
hormone  therapy  to  complete  the  appearance  of  a  female
(breasts), but remain without follicular body hair with the
exception of their head. Most often, whatever gonads they
possess  are  removed  early  due  to  the  tendency  to  rapidly
convert to cancerous tissue.

Again, I think your point is well made. God does things we may



not anticipate, and sin corrupts the gene pool, but His design
is male and female. We do not have the option to decide we do
not like what he created us to be.

Updated June 2016

“Abortion Isn’t Your Decision
to Make For Others”
You assume your belief in the bible is the truth. If you
disregard that book of stories to live by, then the arguments
of right and wrong are invalid.

Now if your points against abortion were based on your feeling
of terminating a life, not what you are told in a book then I
would have much more respect for your point of view.

For those who feel abortion is wrong…. good for them, they
have that choice… others choosing to have an abortion will
deal with it.

It’s not your decision to make for others. You must understand
that we all don’t subscribe to your beliefs… and that’s the
great thing about our country, we are free to do as we feel
right based on our upbringing.

I hope I have not misinterpreted your writings on this web
page.

Thanks for writing about my abortion article at the Probe
Ministries site.

You assume your belief in the bible is the truth. If you
disregard that book of stories to live by, then the arguments
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of right and wrong are invalid.

Yes, I do assume that the Bible is true. Just as you assume
that your beliefs are true. I used to dismiss the Bible as a
fanciful “book of stories to live by,” but after I found out
how unusual it is, how incredibly consistent it is internally
even though written by scores of authors on four continents
within a span of thousands of years, I came to the conclusion
that it was actually quite a miraculous book, inspired by God,
and worth my trust.

If  we  disregard  the  Bible,  which  claims  to  be  God’s
communication with us, then why even talk about issues of
right and wrong? Without God in the picture, who says there IS
a right and wrong? Without God, the universe just IS. No
meaning, no purpose–and certainly no right and wrong.

Now  if  your  points  against  abortion  were  based  on  your
feeling of terminating a life, not what you are told in a
book then I would have much more respect for your point of
view.

So, if I based my position against abortion on feelings alone,
you could respect that. . .but since I base my position on
what I completely believe to be God’s revealed truth, it’s
fluff? Feelings are a dangerous basis for opinions; they often
have nothing in common with reality. How do you know that that
$20 bill in your wallet is actually worth $20? Somebody told
you it was, right? Does that make that belief invalid? But if
you use that bill to buy $20 worth of merchandise, a store
will  accept  that  money.  That’s  because  it  corresponds  to
reality. I believe that my position on abortion—regardless of
where I got those beliefs—also corresponds to reality. The
question that ought to be asked about my position is not
“where did you get it,” but “is it true?”

It’s  not  your  decision  to  make  for  others.  You  must



understand that we all don’t subscribe to your beliefs… and
that’s the great thing about our country, we are free to do
as we feel right based on our upbringing.

I’m sorry, where did you read that I make a decision for
anyone else? I state that abortion is wrong because God says
that it’s wrong. I state that abortion is hurtful because
that’s what experience teaches us. That’s a long way from
stopping someone from having an abortion. You are more than
free  not  to  subscribe  to  my  beliefs;  but  why  would  you
challenge my right to hold them? I don’t know how you ended up
at that article, but the way the Internet works, you had to go
out and search it out. It seems rather strange to me that you
would look for and read an article on abortion, then castigate
the author for not agreeing with you. . .???

I hope I have not misinterpreted your writings on this web
page.

Well, I think you probably have, but that’s your right. Almost
all  the  articles  at  the  Probe  site  started  out  as  radio
transcripts for a 5-minute program that airs on about 400
Christian radio stations; then we put the transcripts online.
I’m glad you read it, even though I’m not sure why you would
want to, if you so easily dismiss others’ positions if they’re
based on revelation and not gut feelings.

But have a good day.

Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries
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