“Did Jesus Preach to the Cherokee Indians?”
Dear Sue,
I heard in a newspaper article a while ago that some time in his life Jesus travelled on a
Phonecian sailing vessel to North America and ministered to the Cherokee Indians there.
The article said that there was evidence of this because the Cherokee believe in a single,
all-powerful God, which is something unusual in Native American religions; that the
Cherokee believe many of the same things from the Gospels; and that they had drawings of
a man with a beard (who looked like the stereotypical image of Jesus) in their art and that
this was strange because no men in the tribe grew beards.
I really don’t know if all this is true or not, it seems to be but I know that the newspaper I
read this from is not a reliable source and is known for making phony stories to get sales,
but I can’t help but wonder if this one is true. Have you ever heard anything about this?
You know what you said about the newspaper being known for making up phony stories to get sales?
There’s your answer. <smile> I’m sure the article gave no documentation for their “story” (written
from the perspective of the “Well, it COULD have happened!!” school of “journalism”). That’s
because there’s nothing to it. . . they just stole some ideas from Mormon claims that Jesus came to
North America. There is no New World archeology that supports such a claim.
Furthermore, Greek culture had absorbed the Phoenician civilization before Jesus was even born.
Alexander the Greek took the Phoenician city of Tyre around 332 B.C. and it was all downhill from
there, so the Lord Jesus couldn’t have taken a Phoenician sailing vessel anywhere.
It’s not surprising that native North American spirituality included the concept of one God–ever hear
of the term “the Great Spirit”? Don Richardson’s book The Peace Child shows that cultures and
peoples all over the world are aware of biblical truth that has been handed down since the time of
Noah and the tower of Babel when civilizations really began migrating all over the world.
If I were you, I’d stay away from the tabloids.
Hope this helps.
Sue Bohlin
Probe Ministries

