“Christianity Teaches Four Gods,
Right?”
Dr. Michael Gleghorn
The Bible clearly states that there is only one God. Deuteronomy 6:4
states, “Hear O Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one.” The Father is
obviously called God as seen throughout the Bible. No one will argue that
point. So there is one member of the Trinity, the Father.
Jesus the Son, is a separate person but He is also called God. John 1:1
says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.
The Holy Spirit is also a separate person, and He is also called God.
Let me see if I got this right. Please correct me if I’m wrong.
God is a trinity, composed of three divine persons, namely, the Father,
Son, and holy spirit. God is also the Father, the first person of the first
God who is a trinity. God is also the Son, the second person of the first
God who is a trinity. God is also the holy spirit, the third person of the
first God who is a trinity.
All of this means that there are four Gods. One three-person God and
three single-person Gods. But to avoid the stigma of polytheism, all four
Gods are really one God.
Did I get that right?
I don’t know if you really wanted a response or not, since it seems like you may
have just been trying to have some fun. But obviously no orthodox trinitarian
Christian would subscribe to the doctrine as you have characterized it.

Actually, you basically got it right when you wrote: “God is a trinity, composed of
three divine persons, namely, the Father, Son, and holy spirit.” In other words,
God just “is” the unity of the three divine persons. Traditionally, this has been
expressed by saying that God is one in essence, three in subsistence. Trintarian
Christians do not propose the absurd (and logically contradictory) notion that
there is only one God, and yet (somehow) there are three Gods. That would
clearly be incoherent. Rather, we maintain that there is only one God
(monotheism) who mysteriously subsists as three distinct persons
(Trinitarianism).
Consider an analogy (which I take from the Christian philosopher William Lane
Craig). Cerberus was a three-headed dog that guarded the entrance to Hades in
Greek mythology. Cerberus, therefore, was one dog with three heads. Now we
could imagine that each head constituted a distinct center of consciousness. We
could even give them names, say, Spike, Bowser, and Rover. Spike would be
conscious of being Spike, but also of being Cerberus. He would also be conscious
of not being either Bowser or Rover. The same could be said, in an appropriate
way, regarding the conscious experience of both Bowser and Rover. Now consider
Cerberus as a spiritual, disembodied entity. You have one being, Cereberus, who
has three distinct centers of consciousness (i.e. Spike, Bowser, and Rover). This is
something akin, I think, to what the Trinitarian maintains about the nature of
God, recognizing, of course, that God is an infinitely higher being than any merely
finite being. I could write more, but you get the idea. Hopefully this analogy will
help you better understand what Christians maintain about the nature of God. Of
course, it’s only an analogy—and to ridicule it for that reason would really be
rather petty. I offer it solely as a way of making this doctrine a bit more
comprehensible, while nonetheless acknowledging that there is genuine mystery
here as well.
Best wishes as you continue to explore and examine Christian doctrine!
Michael Gleghorn
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