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Total Truth is a book about worldview, its place in every Christian’s life, and its
prominent role in determining our impact on a culture that has hooked itself to
the runaway locomotive of materialism and is headed for the inevitable cliff of
despair and destruction.

Liberating Christianity from Its Cultural
Captivity

“This is a book of unusual importance by an author of unusual
ability.”{1} This is a strong recommendation from any reviewer, but when the
reviewer is best-selling author and Darwinian critic, Phillip Johnson, people pay
attention. As well they should. Nancy Pearcey’s Total Truth is probably the most
significant book of 2004. I pray its influence and impact will be felt for decades.
This is a book about worldview, its place in every Christian’s life, and its
prominent role in determining our impact on a culture that has hooked itself to

the runaway locomotive of materialism and is headed for the inevitable cliff of
despair and destruction.
While the concept of worldview has wiggled its way into the consciousness of
some in the Christian community, it remains largely a buzzword used in the
context of political discussions and fundraising for Christian parachurch
organizations. But politics only reflects the culture, so working to change the
political landscape without changing the way we think is not as productive as
some thought it would be.
One of the extreme threats to Christianity in this country is the effect of the
culture on our youth and, consequently, on the future of the church in America.
Pearcey says, “As Christian parents, pastors, teachers, and youth group leaders,
we constantly see young people pulled down by the undertow of powerful cultural
trends. If all we give them is a ‘heart’ religion, it will not be strong enough to
counter the lure of attractive but dangerous ideas…. Training young people to
develop a Christian mind is no longer an option; it is part of their necessary
survival equipment.”{2}
Here at Probe Ministries we have recognized this threat for all of our thirty-two
years of ministry. We continue the fight with our Mind Games conferences, Web
site, and radio ministries. We address young people particularly in our week-long
summer Mind Games Camp. Students are exposed to the competing worldviews
and challenged to think critically about their own faith, to be able to give a reason
for the hope that they have with gentleness and respect.
In the rest of this article we will look at the four parts of Pearcey’s Total Truth. In
Part 1, she documents the attempts to restrict the influence of Christianity by
instituting the current prisons of the split between sacred and secular, private
and public, and fact and value. In Part 2 she deftly shows the importance of
Creation to any worldview and summarizes the new findings of science which
strongly support Intelligent Design. In Part 3, she peels back the shroud of history

to discover how evangelicalism got itself into this mess. And in Part 4, she revisits
Francis Schaeffer’s admonition that the heart of worldview thinking lies in its
personal application, putting all of life under the Lordship of Christ.

The Sacred/Secular Split
In the first part of the book, Pearcey explores what has become known as the
sacred/secular split. That is to say that things of religion, or the sacred, have no
intersection with the secular. Another way of putting it is to refer to the split as a
private/public split. We all make personal choices in our lives, but these should
remain private, such as our religious or moral choices. One should never allow
personal or private choices to intersect with your public life. That would be
shoving your religion down someone else’s throat, as the popular saying goes.
One more phrase of expressing the same dichotomy is the fact/value split. We all
have values that we are entitled to, but our values are personal and unverifiable
choices among many options. These values should not try to intersect with the
facts, that is, things everyone knows to be true. The creation/evolution discussion
is a case in point. We are told repeatedly that evolution is science or fact and
creation is based on a religious preference or value. The two cannot intersect.
The late Christopher Reeve made this split quite evident in a speech to a group of
students at Yale University on the topic of embryonic stem cell research. He said,
“When matters of public policy are debated, no religions should have a place at
the table.”{3} In other words keep your sacred, private values to yourself. In the
public square, we can only discuss the facts in a secular context.
Far too many Christians have bought into this line of thinking or have been
cowered into it. Pearcey tells of a man who was a deacon in his church, taught
Sunday School, tithed generously and was looked upon as a model Christian. Yet
his job at the law firm was to investigate the contracts with clients no longer
wanted by the firm to see what loopholes were available to get them out of the

contract. He saw no link between his Christian faith and his work.{4}
We fall into these thinking traps because we don’t understand worldviews in
general and the Christian worldview in particular. Pearcey outlines a threefold
test of any worldview to help get a grasp on what they mean for thought and life:
Creation, Fall, and Redemption. Every worldview has some story of where
everything came from — Creation. Then each worldview proceeds to tells us that
something is wrong with human society — the Fall — and then each worldview
offers a solution — Redemption. Using this tool you will be better able to diagnose
a worldview and whether it speaks the truth.

The Importance of Beginnings
The second part of Pearcey’s book discusses the vitally important controversy
over evolution and how it is taught in our schools. There is a clear philosophical
filibuster masquerading as science in classrooms around the country.
In the opening chapter of this section, she tells the all too familiar story of a
religious young man who is confronted with evolution in the seventh grade.
Seeing the immediate contradiction between this theory and the Bible, the young
man receives no help from teachers or clergy. He is left thinking that his “faith”
has no answers to his questions. By the time he finishes school in Harvard, he is a
committed atheist.{5}
The same story is repeated thousands of times every year. The faith of many
young people has been wrecked on the shoals of Darwinism. Whoever has the
power to define the story of creation in a culture is the de facto priesthood and
largely determines what the dominant worldview will be.
On Probe we have discussed the problems of evolution and the evidence for
Intelligent Design numerous times. Now Pearcey makes the case that this is far
more than a scientific discussion. It is at the heart of the culture war we are

immersed in. Darwinism has had a far reaching impact on American thought, and
we need a better grasp of the issue to better fight the battle we are in.
To show the prevalence of naturalistic Darwinian thinking Pearcey quotes from a
Berenstain Bears book on nature titled The Bears Nature Guide. “As the book
opens, the Bear family invites us to go on a nature walk; after turning a few
pages, we come to a two-page spread with a dazzling sunrise and the words
spelled out in capital letters: Nature… is all that IS, or WAS, or EVER WILL
BE.”{6} Clearly this is presented as scientific fact and should not be doubted.
Pearcey guides the reader through a well presented description of the major
problems with the evidence concerning Darwinism. But more importantly, she
clearly shows that the problem is not just the evidence. Most Darwinists accept
the meager evidence because their worldview demands it. Naturalism requires a
naturalistic story of creation, and since they are convinced of naturalism, some
form of evolution must be true. She quotes a Kansas State University professor as
saying, “Even if all the data point to an intelligent designer, such an hypothesis is
excluded from science because it is not naturalistic.”{7}
Pearcey goes on to show that Darwinism has continued to progressively influence
nearly all realms of intellectual endeavor. From biology to anthropology to ethics
to law to philosophy to even theology, Darwinism shows its muscle. Darwinism is
indeed a universal acid that systematically cuts through all branches of human
thought. We ignore it at our peril.

How Did We Get in This Mess?
Nancy Pearcey titles the third section of her book, “How We Lost Our Minds.” She
begins with a typical story of conversion from sin of a young man named Denzel.
As Denzel seeks to grow and understand his newfound faith, he is stymied by
leaders who can’t answer his questions and is told to just have faith in the simple
things.

When Denzel gets a job, he is confused by those from other religions and cults
who all seem to have answers for people’s questions. Only the Christians are
unable to defend themselves from skeptics and believers of other stripes.
Eventually he finds work at a Christian bookstore and finds the nectar he has
been hungry for. But he had to look and look hard. Denzel has learned that many
in the evangelical movement have a largely anti-intellectual bias.
Where did that come from? Today one can still hear preachers of various stripes
make fun of those of higher learning whether philosophers, scientists, or even
theologians. The root of this anti-intellectualism is found in the early days of our
country. America was founded by idealists and individualists. Many had suffered
religious persecution and were looking for someplace to practice their faith apart
from ecclesiastical authority. The democratic ideals of the original colonies and
the newly independent United States of America seemed like just the right place.
When the early American seminaries became infected with the theological
liberalism spawned by the Enlightenment, many rebelled against any form of
church hierarchy, believing it couldn’t be trusted. With the opening of the great
frontiers, great opportunities for evangelism sprouted at the same time. Out of
this came the First Great Awakening. The early revivalists directed their message
to individuals, exhorting them to make independent decisions, Jonathan Edwards
being a notable exception. Emotional and experiential conversions brought bigger
crowds. Some began to even see a formula that brought about large numbers of
conversions.
There arose a suspicion that Christianity had become hopelessly corrupted
sometime after the apostolic age. The task at hand was to leapfrog back 1,800
years to restore the original purity of the church. Suddenly, the great works of
Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and others were seen as unnecessary.{8}
Evangelicals were cut off from their historical and theological roots. The
evangelical movement as a whole became focused on rugged American selfinterest and self-assertion, a strong principle of Darwinian naturalism.

This is still evident today in the prevalence of church-hoppers. Many view their
church through an individualistic grid which says if the church leadership doesn’t
do things the way I would prefer and doesn’t listen to me, I will take my family
and go elsewhere.
The roots of anti-intellectualism run deep and find surprisingly fresh support from
Darwinian naturalism. So how do we recover?

Living It Out
In the final chapter of Total Truth, Pearcey rings out a call to authenticity, not just
with respect to the intellectual underpinnings of the Christian worldview, but also
to how we live it out.
On the final page she cites a Zogby/Forbes poll that asked respondents what they
would most like to be known for. Intelligence? Good looks? Sense of humor?
Unexpectedly, fully one half of all respondents said they would most like to be
known for being authentic.
Pearcey concludes: “In a world of spin and hype, the postmodern generation is
searching desperately for something real and authentic. They will not take
Christians seriously unless our churches and parachurch organizations
demonstrate an authentic way of life – unless they are communities that exhibit
the character of God in their relationships and mode of living.”{9}
For most of the chapter Pearcey highlights examples of both sides of this call,
people and ministries who claim Christ but use the world’s naturalistic methods,
particularly in fund-raising, marketing, and focusing on a personality rather than
the message. She also points to people such as Richard Wurmbrand and Francis
Schaeffer who lived out their Christian worldview without flashy results and
hyped conferences and campaigns.

Most of us at Probe Ministries were heavily influenced by Francis Schaeffer, his
ministry at L’Abri Switzerland, and his books. Many Christians whose youth
spanned the turbulent ‘60s and ‘70s found Schaeffer a glowing beacon of truth
and relevance in a world turned upside down by protests, drugs, war, crime,
racism, and skepticism. Essentially, Schaeffer believed the gospel to be total
truth. If that was the case, then living by a Christian worldview ought to be able
to give real answers to real questions from real people.
We believe that what the postmodern world is searching for, what will most
satisfy its craving for authenticity, is the person of Jesus Christ. They can only see
Him in our lives and our answers to real questions. Our Web site at Probe.org is
filled with the total truth of the Christian worldview. In our “Answers to E-Mail”
section you can see authenticity lived out as we answer real questions and attacks
with truth, respect, and gentleness.
We’re certainly not perfect. We have much to learn and correct as we search out
the answers to today’s questions. We struggle with the funding and marketing of
our ministry using methods that work but do not manipulate, coerce, or
misrepresent who we are and what we do. Nancy Pearcey has challenged all of us
in ministry, no less those of us at Probe Ministries, to always put Jesus first,
people second, and ministry third.
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