World Hunger
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Kerby Anderson helps us consider the fundamental reasons behind the prevalence
of hunger in our world today. He points out our responsibility as Christians to
make our resources available to help those caught in this crises. He tells us we
need to be praying and working to end world hunger.
Frequently we see pictures of starving children and are overwhelmed by the
awesome task of feeding the world’s hungry. Why, we wonder, is there so much
hunger in the world today? The answer can be broken down into three categories:
poverty, population, and priorities.

Poverty, Population, and Priorities
The first reason for hunger is poverty. The poor are hungry,and the hungry are
usually poor. In First World countries, we talk about our quality of life or our
standard of living. But in Third World countries, the focus shifts to the mere
sustaining of life. A major problem in Third World countries is capital investment.
There is very little money that can be spent on agricultural development or even
basics like seed and farm tools.
A second reason for hunger is population. Nearly every country has experienced a
growth in population, but the greatest impact has been on the world’s poorest
countries because they have been experiencing exponential growth in their
population.
Notice how exponential population growth shortens our response time to crises.
This planet did not reach a population of 1 billion until about the turn of the
century. It took the world thousands of years to reach a population level of 1
billion. By 1950, the world’s population grew to 2 billion. So the population
doubled in just 50 years. By 1975, we had 4 billion people, so the doubling time

decreased to just 25 years. Many experts estimate that we will have 6 to 8 billion
people by the end of this century.
This exponential growth puts an enormous strain on our ability to provide
resources and services to a starving world. Imagine if your own city or town had
its population double every 20 to 25 years. That would mean you would have to
double the number of houses, double the number of grocery stores, double the
number of roads, and double the number of sewage-treatment plants.
Such growth would be a significant strain on the budget and resources of a First
World country. Imagine the strain this would put on a Third World country. So the
problem of world hunger is exacerbated by population growth.
A third reason for world hunger is priorities. Those of us who live in an
industrialized society place a high priority on comfort and convenience. Our
standard of living places a significant strain on the world economy.
In the First World countries, we only have a 1 percent growth rate. But that 1
percent growth rate affects the planet eight times as much as the 23 percent
growth rate of the lesser-developed countries. The reason for this is that we use a
lot more resources to maintain our standard of living. Currently it costs 30 times
as much in terms of energy and resources to feed a North American as it does to
feed a Pakistani.
Certainly this is something Christians must consider in terms of their own
economic lifestyle. At a time when people are not getting enough to eat, we are
living a lifestyle far beyond what many could even imagine.
We have a great challenge before us. We must not only consider what we can do
to feed the hungry, but we must also consider what we should do to limit our
indulgent lifestyle.

Exploitation
I would next like to focus on some of the most publicized causes of world hunger.
The first is exploitation. There is a tremendous amount of exploitation in the
world, which has led to the problem of hunger. Christians should not be
surprised. Many Old Testament verses in the books of Proverbs, Amos, and Micah
speak of poverty that results from exploitation and fraud.
Many countries were exploited by colonial powers in the 19th and 20th centuries.
But while this is true, let me also hasten to add that liberals have perhaps made
too much of the colonial connection.
P. T. Bauer, in his book Dissent on Development, shows that many of these
countries that had some contact with the Western world actually did better
economically than those countries that did not have any contact at all. Hong Kong
and India, which were ruled by colonial powers, did better economically than
countries in the deepest part of Africa that had little contact with Western
economies.
When these countries gained independence, they did not have to start from
scratch. The colonial powers left behind roads, schools, and hospitals, all of which
provided an infrastructure to build upon.
But another aspect of exploitation that is often ignored is not the colonial
connection but the Marxist connection. Countries such as Ethiopia with
authoritarian Marxist governments bring great suffering on their populations
because of government policies that prevent food and compassionate aid from
reaching their people.

Misfortune and Persecution
A second cause of hunger is misfortune and persecution. Again this should come
as no surprise to Christians. In the book of Job we have an example of poverty

that comes through misfortune. In other places we see how poverty results from
persecution. And sometimes poverty comes because of God’s judgment on a
people who disobey Him.
Because we live in a fallen world, we must not be surprised when misfortune
strikes. During the last two decades, for example, we have had fairly stable
weather patterns. Now that the weather has become more erratic, we wonder
what is going wrong. Although many doomsayers want to blame these changes on
the much-publicized greenhouse effect, most of these climatic fluctuations are
typical. We have been lulled into thinking that weather is predictable and must
remind ourselves that the earth still “groans in travail” because we live in a fallen
world. Hurricanes, monsoons, and droughts are going to exacerbate our problems
with world hunger.
As we look at these problems, we can see that the problem of world hunger is
going to increase rather than decrease. As our weather continues to be erratic
and as terrorism and persecution intensify around the world, problems with
hunger will intensify.
We are going to have to find ways to help the people and countries that are
suffering. Part of the solution may be for our government to provide help through
foreign aid. But another important and often neglected part of the solution is for
Christian organizations to provide food and resources to the needy. The problem
of world hunger is massive, and all of us must do what we can to solve the
problem.

Governmental Control
Along with these well-known causes of hunger are a few less-publicized, more
obscure causes. One of these causes is governmental control. Hunger and poverty
are often due to the very structure of governments. This is important to realize
when we begin to talk about cures for world hunger, because we as a country are

often limited in what we can do to lessen hunger in a foreign nation.
The statement by Jesus that the poor will always be with us takes on a new
meaning when we realize how intractable many problems like world hunger are.
Lack of food and unpredictable weather patterns aren’t the sole causes of hunger.
Many times governmental control makes hunger worse.
Even a cursory look at the world market shows that those countries that provide
the greatest economic freedom also have the greatest amount of economic
success. Hong Kong, for example, is a country that has received no foreign aid.
But because it has a relatively free market, it enjoys one of the highest standards
of living of any country in Asia.
Economic freedom allows personal incentive and pushes the economic engine of
development. We can see this in the example of the former Soviet Union. In
addition to the large governmental plots of agricultural land, smaller plots were
allocated to the individual farmer. It is estimated that nearly 25 percent of all the
Soviet agricultural produce came from these small, private plots of land. Soviet
production on small plots of land demonstrates the power of incentive created by
economic freedom. If a government focuses all its time and attention on the
commonality of property, it will lead its country down the path towards poverty
and hunger.

Indifference
Another cause of hunger is indifference. Individuals and their governments should
be more concerned about world hunger than they are now. The affluence of North
America often keeps us from being concerned about those who do not have
enough to eat. Although the United States has set the standard for many other
nations in its compassionate giving, still more could be done.
Particularly troubling is the lack of compassion of Third World countries for their
neighbors. The OPEC countries, for example, have vast financial resources, which

they are unwilling to share with countries in the region not blessed with such
geological resources. They need to show compassion to their neighboring
countries.

The Culture of Poverty
A third cause of hunger is the culture of poverty. Proverbs 10:15 says, “The ruin
of the poor is their poverty.” The reason for poverty is often the prior existence of
poverty. Poverty breeds more poverty, and more poverty breeds more hunger.
Those people who come from an impoverished situation do not have the means by
which to better themselves. They are not getting the necessary calories and
nutrition, so they are caught in the web of poverty. Moreover, they are being
raised in a culture of poverty that perpetuates dependence and prevents
advancement.
This is where the gospel can have an impact. Poverty and hunger are not just
economic problems. There is a strong psychological and spiritual component to
poverty. A person who is born again changes his worldview, and this is an
important aspect of dealing with the problem of hunger.

Curing World Hunger
When we talk about solutions to world hunger we should realize that there are a
number of unbiblical solutions. One of the most incredible is the “lifeboat ethic,”
which proposes the use of the principle known as triage.

The Lifeboat Ethic
This idea was popularized by Dr. Garrett Hardin at the University of California at
Santa Barbara. He uses the metaphor of the lifeboat to explain how rich nations
are surrounded by poor ones who want to get into the lifeboat. He says, at some
point, we have to push them back into the water to prevent us all from sinking.

He further argues that the problem will become worse because many of these
countries will not control their populations. Thus, he says, it is inevitable that
these people will eventually starve. He believes that feeding them will only
prolong the suffering. Hardin therefore proposes we use the principle of triage.
This concept as it is used in military medicine attempts to classify war or disaster
victims according to the severity of their wounds in order to maximize the number
of survivors. As incoming wounded arrive, they are placed in one of three groups.
The first group has superficial wounds and can be treated later. The second group
has more substantial wounds and must be treated immediately. And the members
of the third group have such massive wounds that they are simply set aside and
allowed to die.
Proponents of this lifeboat ethic suggest that we use the principle of triage and
stop shipments of food to Third World nations facing starvation. After all, they
argue, there is only so much room in the lifeboat or on “Spaceship Earth.” We
must push the rest of these people off the boat in order to save ourselves.
This idea certainly raises profound ethical questions. But the metaphor only
makes sense if you accept the following three assumptions. The first assumption
is that there is no distinction between people and animals. The second assumption
is that we are pushing the limits of the world’s resources. The third assumption is
that population growth is not being brought under control. However, all three of
these assumptions are false. First, there is a distinction between people and
animals. Humans have dignity because they are created in the image of God and
are therefore distinct from animals. Yet we live in a world where evolutionists
blur this distinction between humans and animals.
The second assumption is also questionable. We do live in a fallen world, and
there are some limits to growth. But an even greater production of resources is
possible, and numerous conservation techniques can increase production.
The third assumption, that population growth is not being brought under control,

is also in doubt. There is evidence that many countries are serious about
controlling their population explosion. In fact, many nations are experiencing a
decline in their birth rates and will eventually have declining populations.
What we have to recognize is that there are many people who are proposing
unbiblical solutions. And we as Christians have a responsibility to make sure
these propositions do not become law.

The Christian Ethic
Often I find that Christians look at the problem of world hunger and become
overwhelmed. They ask, What can we do? After all, many solutions to world
hunger come from governmental agencies and large organizations.
We need to recognize that governmental agencies and even private organizations
are only part of the solution and often are not as effective as Christian
organizations and missionaries. In Marxist countries like Ethiopia, the United
States has limited diplomatic relationships. Moreover, the government has used
some of the incoming aid as a weapon against their enemies. Indigenous
programs through missionary organizations can sometimes be more effective
since they do not have to go through as many diplomatic channels. Christians
should realize there are things we can do, and we can learn about these from
Scripture. The first obvious thing we can do is to give. The Bible talks about the
compassionate distribution of food and other resources in passages such as 1
Corinthians 16 and 2 Corinthians 9. The New Testament church gave to other
Christians who were in need.
One way a church can foster an attitude of compassion is to emphasize our
responsibility to the hungry. One program called “Skip a Lunch and Feed a
Bunch” encourages Christians to save the money they would have used to buy
lunch and place it in a container for those who are hungry.
Some agencies have programs for adopting a child in another country and

providing for his or her food and educational expenses. You can write letters to
the child and have a personal involvement in this often abstract problem of world
hunger.
Another solution to world hunger is missionary work. As missionaries go into
various cultures, they are able to change attitudes and values that perpetuate the
cycle of hunger and poverty. They can teach people how to become more
independent economically and how to develop the resources available to them. In
the famine in Ethiopia, many Christian relief organizations provided both food and
resources. Unfortunately, their efforts were hampered by inadequate ports and a
primitive transportation network. Many of the nation’s trucks were being used to
fight a civil war, and others were crippled by a lack of spare parts. So the relief
organizations began to airlift food in order to feed those starving in remote areas
of the country.
Missionary outreach has also had an impact by preaching the gospel. As I
mentioned previously, spiritual conversion changes a person’s worldview and can
break the culture of poverty. Many of the problems of poverty and hunger are not
economic but psychological and spiritual. These include such things as poor
training or wrongful attitudes.
Preaching the gospel can change not only individuals but a culture. Just think of
the impact the Hindu worldview has on countries like India. False religious beliefs
keep the Indians from utilizing beef, an important source of protein. Other ideas
such as the concept of karma keep Indians from meeting the needs of the
underclass. Conversion to Christianity can change not only individ-ual lives but a
culture that rests on a false foundation. World hunger is certainly a major
problem. As Christians we need to be praying and working to provide solutions to
the awesome problem of feeding the world.
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