Why Empires Fall

Kerby Anderson looks at six 1insightful books and videos
exploring alarming parallels between the U.S. and failed
empires of history.

Collapse of Empires

If you study world history, you realize that empires come and
go. In this article I want to look at what has happened to
some of the major empires because we can also learn about what
is happening today in our country. I will be quoting from
recent books that have documented the decline and fall of
empires.

First, I will merely quote from a recent YouTube
video{l} that describes a pattern in history that
has destroyed three global superpowers in the last
500 years: Spain, Britain, and the Soviet Union.
Today, the U.S. is following a similar pattern.

In 1590, Spain was the richest empire on earth. Spain
controlled half the world’s gold and silver. Spain’s military
dominated Europe. Their currency was accepted everywhere. Yet
within 80 years, the Spanish government was bankrupt.

The Spanish coin that was supposed to be pure silver became
50% copper, then 75% copper. By 1600 Spanish coin contained
barely any silver. Inflation exploded. Spain went into a debt
spiral and borrowed constantly. Manufacturing declined.
Agriculture stagnated.

In 1914, Britain ruled the largest empire in human history. At
the time, it was said that the sun never set on British
empire. Britain controlled 25% of the land surface. The pound
sterling was the global reserve currency. Yet within 40 years,
the empire was gone. The currency collapsed.
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Britain had too many military commitments around the world.
They won World War I, but at a terrible cost. By 1931, Britain
had to abandon the gold standard. The pound lost 25% of its
value overnight.

In 1991, the Soviet Union still seemed dominant. It was
another superpower. It had nuclear weapons, global influence,
and satellites spanning the globe. Yet the Soviet Union ceased
to exist 900 days later due to economic implosion.

The idea that nations follow a pattern as they collapse isn’t
new. Decades ago, I did a week of radio programs on “The
Decline of a Nation.” A decade later, I did another week on
“When Nations Die” because of a book that was published with
that title.

What is new is how this video explains the seven stages of
collapse and applies them to previous empires. But the key
point of the video is the reality that America has already
completed five of the seven stages. We aren’t approaching the
pattern but are within it.

As I often suggest, we can resolve some of these issues, but
the first step is to admit that we are following this pattern
of collapse. Below we will be looking at some of the reasons
other empires fell and connect it to what is happening in our
world today.

End of Everything

Now we will look at the book by Victor Davis Hanson, The End
of Everything: How Wars Descend into Annihilation.{2}

In his book he provides four historical examples: the city-
state of Thebes, ancient Carthage, Byzantine Constantinople,
and the Aztec Empire. The leaders believed their illustrious
pasts would be enough to prevent their destruction. Alexander
the Great, Roman Scipio, Muslim Mehmet, and the Spanish
conquistador Cortés proved them wrong.
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He explains that the leveling of Thebes by Alexander the
Great, the erasure of Carthage by Scipio, the conquest and
transformation of Constantinople by Sultan Mehmet, and the
obliteration of the Aztecs all marked the end of cultures and
civilizations.

Alexander, for example, brought an end to classical Greece.
The fall of Constantinople marked the end of the Mediterranean
world as the nexus of European commerce. And the largest
Christian cathedral in the West became the greatest mosque in
the Islamic world.

The book is a warning to us today, but I also realize that few
people will read his book. That is why I would encourage you
to watch his five-minute video summary produced by Hillsdale
College.{3}

i -

He says his book “is about the existential destruction of the
losing side in a war. This is very rare in history. It doesn’t
happen very often. But when it does, it should enlighten us
how it does why it does, and can it happen again?”

He explains that he wrote his book “not just as a historical
journey to document the rare cases of a targeted nation being
completely destroyed, but as a warning that human nature
doesn’t change.” We naively assumed that globalization would
create a common humanity and bring an end to global conflict.
Instead, he “noticed that there were more and more existential
threats coming from autocratic regimes.”

He reminds us that the same mentalities and delusions that
doomed the Thebans, Carthaginians, the Byzantines, and the
Aztecs are still with us today. Even as they were about to be
slaughtered, some may still have been thinking, “It cannot
happen here.”

He wants us to be aware that what happened in the past could
happen in the future. We need to learn from the past and
protect ourselves in the future. This is a sobering call for



contemporary readers to heed the lessons of obliteration, lest
we blunder into catastrophe once again. He reminds us that the
world needs a strong America so that we can prevent “the end
of everything.”

Peak Human

Let’s now turn to examine the book Peak Human,{4} written by
historian Johan Norberg.

His book explains what we can learn from the rise and fall of
“golden ages.” He describes seven of humanity’s greatest
civilizations from ancient Athens and the Roman Republic to
Renaissance Italy, the Dutch Republic, and today’s
Anglosphere.

Each had their golden age and contributed to our world today.
Ancient Greece gave us democracy and the rule of law. From the
Muslim world came algebra and modern medicine. The Dutch
Republic gave us economic ideas and some of the greatest
artistic movements.

He explained that he picked these civilizations because each
of them exemplifies what can be described as a golden age.
This was a period of innovations that revolutionized many
fields and sectors in a short period of time. The
characteristics are <cultural creativity, scientific
discoveries, technological achievements, and economic growth.

He laments that human history is a long list of deprivations
and horrors. But it is also the source of the knowledge,
institutions, and technologies that have set most of humanity
free from such horrors. It requires raw material, but the
citizens needed to be free to experiment and innovate, without
being subject to feudal lords, centralized governments, or
raving armies.

In a recent interview with John Stossel{5}, he talked about
how Rome inspired our form of government, a republic with a



system of checks and balances. “There is a reason why we have
a Senate, and they meet in the Capitol,” Norberg explained.
“We borrow these ideas from the Romans.”

Of course, these empires fell. “The emperors wanted to become
popular by handing out free stuff to people. Originally, this
started small. You just handed the very poor means of
subsistence. But it was popular, so the group that lived on
the public’s expense grew larger all the time.”

Eventually the ever-expanding system of entitlements became
too much. Norberg observed, “Romans could conquer the world,
but they couldn’t do entitlement reform.” To pay for this, the
Roman emperors devalued their currency by putting less gold
and silver in each coin. He concluded that, “Inflation was
much worse than barbarian invaders.”

This sounds 1like our world today. Modern governments,
including our own, make more financial promises than they can
keep. To pay for it, they print more money. We have been
living in a golden age, but the question before us today 1is
whether it will continue.

Loss of Moral Values

In this section we will look at an essay by Allen Mashburn who
reminds us that “Societies That Surrender Moral Foundation
Historically Self-Destruct.”{6}

This is not a new idea. Decades ago, I did a week of radio
programs on “The Decline of a Nation.” A decade later, I did
another week on “When Nations Die” because of a book that was
published with that title. And more recently I even did a week
of programs based on a book that compared America to Rome.

The reason for Mashburn’s article were several events that
took place during Pride Month. He “never envisioned a day
where transvestites would lecture us on human biology, or
sterilizers would pose as health professionals advocating for
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human rights. It seems that our nation has descended into a
state of utter madness, where men can now claim pregnancy and
the number of genders rivals the alphabet.”

Those issues are just a few of the many legitimate concerns
which point to the well-documented decline and fall of other
civilizations. Greece tolerated and even celebrated immoral
behavior. And “the decline of the Roman Empire can be
attributed to the abandonment of strong familial bonds and
moral values in favor of weakness and laxity.” He observes
that the similarity between Rome and America is alarming.

Of course, the pattern we recognize in Greece and Rome can be
seen in other civilizations in the past. That would include
the Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Persians, and even the
nation of Israel. In Isaiah 5:20 we read that God pronounced
judgment on Israel. “Woe to those who call evil good and good
evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who
put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.”

Of course, there is another side of this equation. Mashburn
reminds us that “whenever a nation upholds high moral
standards, it reaches the pinnacle of success.” Yes, it 1is
true that nations decline when they lose a moral foundation
for society. But they also flourish when it upholds morality
and integrity while also supporting and encouraging strong
families.

He also quotes from the book, Christians in the Wake of the
Sexual Revolution, by Randy Alcorn. He warns that unless our
country experiences spiritual repentance and undergoes a
profound reversal of moral values, we risk inviting the same
judgment that befell Sodom and Gomorrah.

That is why Christians should devote themselves to daily
prayers for our nation’s spiritual and moral well-being. The
only way to reverse this downward moral spiral is for a
spiritual revival and spiritual repentance in this country.



America’s Expiration Date

Finally, we will look at a book by Cal Thomas, America’s
Expiration Date.{7}

He asks, what is America’s future? The book came out years ago
but has a new preface and is more relevant today. He was on my
radio program to talk about the fall of empires and the future
of the United States.

He begins with an observation by Sir John Glubb, who wrote The
Fate of Empires and the Search for Survival. He noticed an
interesting historical fact. The average age of a nation or
empire’s greatness is only 250 years. Most nations lose their
way in a relatively short amount of time.

Using that ruler, Cal Thomas gives us a history lesson of the
Persian Empire, the Roman Empire, the Byzantine Empire, the
Arab Empire, the Spanish Empire, the Ottoman Empire, the
British Empire, and the Russian Empire. He concludes with the
United States.

Each empire fell for different reasons, but they are lessons
to us today. Sometimes they fell because they became too
prosperous and thus too apathetic. Sometimes they fell because
the empire was over extended. Most had a period of decadence
and decline. The Spanish empire was so riven with conflict,
they were never invaded because other countries saw nothing
worth conquering.

Persia’s decline was due to class struggle. The common people,
who were not part of the upper class, began organizing riots
and revolts. Kings became greedy and started stealing from the
nation’s wealth rather than sharing the wealth with the
people. The social structure collapsed.

As we have discussed above, Rome’s fall was gradual. The
familiar saying, “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” Neither was it
destroyed in a day. As the Roman empire grew, more money
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needed to be provided to the military. The empire’s
infrastructure suffered. And the common people suffered
because the ruling class cared more about what was on the next
horizon than what was at home.

He does believe that there is still time to resurrect the
republic, but the answer can’t be found in politicians. Our
future doesn’t depend on the White House, but instead 1is
dependent on what we do in our house.

Cal Thomas ends his book with valuable suggestions. First, set
standards of decency and morality for your yourself and your
family. Reevaluate the education of your children. Don’t send
them to schools or universities that have largely become
propaganda centers for secular progressives. Gather with other
believers to worship, celebrate, and to encourage one another.
Daily obey the call to “go and make disciples” (Matthew
28:19), often witnessing with words and actions.
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What Christmas Smells Like.
And Us Too.

Sue Bohlin recently learned something new about biblical
anointing oil, and why cinnamon 1s such a special fragrance.

When you walk into our Tom Thumb grocery store, there’s a
flower display right inside the door. For weeks, they have had
bags of cinnamon-scented pine cones and it smells 1like
Christmas. I love it! The last time I shopped I gave in and
bought one of the bags and put in on the hearth in our living
room.

I discovered that unfortunately, one little bag with a few
pine cones does not a Christmas make. You need a bunch more.

Christmas MUSIC, on the other hand-now, that’ll get you in the
Christmas spirit! My husband’s Christmas music playlist has
been on full blast for weeks. Which includes Handel'’s Messiah.

We hear the word “Messiah” a lot more during the ramp-up to
Christmas, but do you know what it means? It means “Anointed
One.”

In the 0ld Testament, in Exodus 30:22-33, God gave the formula
for a perfumed anointing oil to be used ONLY for sacred things
and sacred people. Moses smeared it on the tabernacle, the ark
of the covenant, and all the pieces of furniture in the holy
place. And Aaron and the other priests were anointed with this
oil.

It was a fragrance set apart—that’s what “holy” means—from all
other fragrances. When people smelled it, they immediately
thought of God. They thought, “Oh, that’s what God smells
like!”
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If I were to ask you, “What does Christmas smell like?” I bet
the first thing to come to mind is cinnamon, right?

Well, that was one of the elements of the anointing oil as
well.

For many hundreds of years, the people of God used this sacred
anointing oil that wordlessly proclaimed, “This is what sacred
smells like. This is what God smells like.”

At the same time, they looked for the promised Messiah to
come, and Messiah meant “Anointed One.” So the sacred smells
of the anointing oil were another signpost pointing to Jesus.

Every time you see or hear the term “Jesus Christ,” you can
think “Jesus Messiah,” because “Christ” 1is the Greek
equivalent of the Hebrew word for “Anointed One.”

When Jesus came, He showed us what the Father was. He smelled
like the Father.

He smelled like God.

And here’s the interesting thing. After He went back up to
heaven, people started calling His followers “Christ-ians,”
which means “Little Christs.” Little anointed ones.

2 Corinthians 2:15 says, “For we are to God the sweet aroma of
Christ among those who are being saved and those who are
perishing.”

Just as Jesus smelled like God, so do believers in Jesus!

Not literally, but our lives are a fragrant aroma of Christ
that point us to God.

We may not smell like Christmas, but smelling like God is even
better, don’t you think?



(Major thanks to my favorite female theologian, Dr. Nika
Spaulding, who shared this insight connecting the dots about
anointing, Jesus Messiah, and God-smelling Christians 1in her
Substack teaching on the book of Exodus.)

This blog post originally appeared at on blogs.bible.org/what-
christmas-smells-like-and-us-too/, Dec. 23, 2025,

Truth You Can Sing About: 5
Christmas Carols

When was the last time you thought about the great truth found
in Christmas hymns and carols? Probe Radio producer Steven
Davis focuses on the theology of five Christmas carols. The
podcast features new music for each carol written by Steven’s
son and Probe’s Mind Games Camp alumnus Jon Clive Davis.

Hark the Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”

Charles Wesley penned these words in the early 1700’'s. And
this hymn is filled with inspiration and insight.
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The 1st line tells us who delivers this great message: the
angels.

The 2nd line reveals Who is the content: the Christ child.

The 3rd line shows results of this miraculous birth: peace and
mercy incarnate came to earth.

But the 4th line exclaims what has happened—that which mankind
had been incapable of doing, and centuries of sacrifices could
not accomplish: God and sinners were finally and fully
reconciled.

Reconciliation literally means “according to change.” The
situation between God and man had to be changed; both parties
were at enmity with one another, and we needed to be
reconciled.

“This includes you who were once far away from God. You were
his enemies, separated from him by your evil thoughts and
actions. Yet now he has reconciled you to himself through
the death of Christ in his physical body.” (Colossians
1:21-22)

“We were God’s enemies, but he made us his friends through
the death of his Son. Now that we are God’'s friends, how
much more will we be saved by Christ’s life!” (Romans 5:10)

On that angel-filled night, we became witnesses to the first
step of this reconciliation: the Son had come in the flesh to
earth! And that’s the point of the Incarnation-God became man
so that He could reconcile us to Himself, and that was the
miraculous, wondrous Christmas Change.

Don't miss what the Apostle Paul and Wesley were saying about
our condition: we were sinners and we were enemies. But now,
because of Christ, we are reconciled.

When you consider His birth this Christmas season, may you be
wondrously changed.



0 Come, 0 Come Emmanuel

0 come, 0 come, Emmanuel

And ransom captive Israel,

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice!

Emmanuel shall come to thee, 0 Israel.

Emmanuel: God with us. This was not a new concept, for Israel
knew and saw on numerous occasions that God was “with” them:

“Praise the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel,
just as he promised. Not one word has failed of all the
wonderful promises he gave through his servant Moses. May
the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors;
may he never leave us or abandon us.” (1 Kings 8)

“Be strong and courageous, do not fear or be dismayed
because of the king of Assyria nor because of all the horde
that is with him; for the one with us is greater than the
one with him. With him is only an arm of flesh, but with us
is the Lord our God to help us and to fight our battles.” (2
Chronicles 32)

“The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our
stronghold.” (Psalm 46)

During the exodus God was with them as seen in a pillar of
fire by night and a pillar of smoke by day. His presence was
with them in the Holy of holies. And at times His presence was
with them in battle.

But Emmanuel being with us is different.

John tells us in his gospel, “The Word became flesh and
dwelt among us.” (John 1:14)

And Paul continues in his letter to Timothy: “Here is the



great mystery of our religion: Christ came as a human. The
Spirit proved that he pleased God, and he was seen by
angels. Christ was preached to the nations. People in this
world put their faith in him, and he was taken up to glory.”
(1 Timothy 3:16)

The Son of God has appeared, and that is a reason for
Israel—-and us—to rejoice.

Joy to the World

Joy to the world! The Lord is come

Let earth receive her King!

Let every heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing!

I love this carol. It is indeed joyous, and is rightfully sung
as such. But is the world joyous? Will Earth receive her king?
Will every heart prepare Him room?

No.

And that greatly saddens me. There are those who worship other
gods, and will find no joy in His coming. There are those who
think Him a myth and will not receive Him. There are those who
think Him irrelevant or undeserving, and will not make room
for Him. For these . . . there is no joy.

Part of the reason there is no joy is our fault—the Church’s
fault. Do we judge instead of love? Are we inconsistent? Do we
preach legalism rather than forgiveness? And though we
understand the Truth, do we wield it as a weapon rather than
share it with grace?

For those who may have ended up on the receiving end of our
hypocrisy, I am so sorry. But don’t let our failings get in
the way of you seeing a loving heavenly Father, and His Son,



dying for your sins.

Scripture tells us that “at the name of Jesus every knee will
bow of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ 1is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” (Philippians 2:10-11)
So we will kneel and confess Christ, either because we love
Him and find our joy in Him, or because we have to, and we
find only fear.

Listen to the music; listen to the words; and discover The One
who loves you this Christmas. He came for you; and He brings

you joy!

What Child Is This?

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king, to own him.

The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.

Raise, raise a song on high,

The virgin sings her lullaby

Joy, joy for Christ is born,

The babe, the Son of Mary.

In the verse preceding this one, there’s a question asked,
which has to do more with you and me, than the shepherds and
wise men who are part of this story: Why lies He in such mean
estate, where ox and ass are feeding? That's a 19th century
way of saying, “Why was Jesus born in a barn?” So then comes
my question: “Why was the King of Kings born in a barn?” The
answer comes in this last verse: Come peasant, king, to own
Him.

The Apostle Paul had an opportunity to speak with the
philosophers in Athens on Mars Hill, and his speech explains
this invitation to all:

“As I was going through your city and looking at the things



you worship, I found an altar with the words, ‘To an Unknown
God.’ You worship this God, but you don’t really know him.
So I want to tell you about him. This God made the world and
everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and earth, and he
doesn’t live in temples built by human hands. He doesn’t
need help from anyone. He gives life, breath, and everything
else to all people. God has done all this, so that we will
look for him and reach out and find him.” (Acts 17)

Peter, after having a vision from God, said, “I most certainly
understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in
every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right 1is
welcome to Him.” (Acts 10:34)

A barn would give access to everyone; a palace—where a king
should be born—-would have guards and ministers and red tape
and bureaucracy to negotiate; and those who would have seen
and heard the angels would have never been able to see the One
of Whom the Angels sang.

The angels sang the song for you. Don’t miss seeing Him.

I1 Est Né Le Divin Enfant

Chorus:

He is born, the divine Christ child.
Play on the oboe and bagpipes merrily.
He is born, the divine Christ child.
Sing we all of the Savior’s birth.

Through long ages of the past,
Prophets have foretold his coming;
Through long ages of the past,
Now the time has come at last.

You probably noticed this was a French carol by the title. The
above is but one of a multitude of translations, which
bespeaks of its long and celebrated life in English
performances.



Verse 1 talks about prophets and prophecy, and now is the
time. That is a rather famous phrase in the New Testament. For
He says, “At the acceptable time I listened to you, and on the
day of salvation I helped you.” Behold, now is ‘the acceptable
time,’ behold, now is ‘the day of salvation.’” (1 Corinthians
6)

This salvation is quite literally Jesus Christ, and we see
this truth beginning in the above lyric, and concluded by the
writer of Hebrews:

Long ago God spoke many times and in many ways to our
ancestors through the prophets. And now in these final days,
he has spoken to us through his Son. God promised everything
to the Son as an inheritance, and through the Son he created
the universe. The Son radiates God’'s own glory and expresses
the very character of God, and he sustains everything by the
mighty power of his command. When he had cleansed us from
our sins, he sat down in the place of honor at the right
hand of the majestic God in heaven. This shows that the Son
is far greater than the angels, just as the name God gave
him is greater than their names.” (Hebrews 1:1-4)

Do you understand what an awesome privilege it is for you to
be born in this time? No waiting for many days and many
prophecies to be fulfilled. This song 1is a celebration: the
Savior has come into the world, and now is the time. So what
are you doing “Now”?

May your Christmas be filled with praise.

The music for this program was composed and performed by my
son and Probe Mind Games Camp alumnus, Jon Clive Davis.

©2015 Probe Ministries



Truth You Can Sing About -
Part 3

Probe radio producer Steven Davis provides spiritual truth in
five Christmas carols, backed by new music written and
performed by his son Jon Clive Davis.

Coventry Carol

Songs about Jesus’ birth have been close friends
with Christmas for generations, but when’s the last
time you thought about the great truth found in
these Christmas hymns and carols? In this article
we're highlighting five Christmas songs, and first
up is Coventry Carol.

Herod the King in his raging charged he hath this day,
His men of might in his own sight all children young to slay..

Following a star, Magi arrive in Jerusalem, and ask Herod
where they can find this new born King of the Jews. Herod
rouses his biblical scholars to research this, and they find
in Micah (5:2):

But as for you, Bethlehem . . . too little to be among the
clans of Judah,

from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.

His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of
eternity.

This King was a much bigger deal than Herod ever would be.
Still, Herod chooses to inform the Magi, encouraging them to
return and tell him where they found this King, so that he too
could “Worship Him (Matthew 2:8).”"

But God knowing his heart, warns the Magi to return home
another way. When Herod found out he was furious, and
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instructed his soldiers to kill all the baby boys two years
old and younger. A second prophecy is fulfilled from Jeremiah:
“A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to be
comforted, because they were no more.” (31:15)

It was this event which stirred the writing of the hauntingly
beautiful Coventry Carol. Even though this is a dark and
tragic theme, we need to know and to feel the entire context
surrounding the birth of Christ.

One child born, and who knows how many dozens, if not
hundreds, were slaughtered.

2000 years later, few would respond to Christ as Herod did;
but to even do something as “harmless” as ignore Him, places
you at eternal risk. So, how do you respond to the Christ?

In the Bleak Midwinter

Enough for Him, whom Cherubim worship night and day,
a breastful of milk and a mangerful of hay;

Enough for Him, whom Angels fall down before,

the ox and ass and camel which adore.

The third verse speaks to something we often forget,
especially when it comes to applying it. The Christmas
narratives from the Gospels, prophecies and subsequent
teaching speak plainly and forcefully to the deity and
humility of Christ. The Apostle Paul explains it well:

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as
something to cling to. Instead, he gave up his divine
privileges; he took the humble position of a slave and was
born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, he
humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s
death on a cross. (Philippians 2: 6-8 NLT)

Jesus Christ gives us the greatest example of a life of



humility, first by laying aside His “divine privileges,” then
humbled Himself further by dying for our sins on the cross.
Going from the non-stop worship of the cherubim to mother’s
milk and a bed of hay was entirely within His character. As
was the stark contrast between angels falling prostrate before
Him to simple barnyard beasts adoring Him.

Perhaps God’s greatest goal for your life and for mine is to
make us like Jesus. Paul tells us in Romans: “For those whom
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son.” (Romans 8:29) So do you think humility would be
part of that process for us? Of course.

The author of the song Christina Rossetti wraps up her verses
with an application:

Yet what I can I give Him, give my heart.

Humility is what brings us to Christ. Will you give your heart
to Him this Christmas?

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

God rest ye merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay,

Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day,

To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray.

0 tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of
comfort and joy.

Even though this is one of the oldest Christmas Carols still
being sung today, it offers a unique blending of historic and
contemporary perspectives.

The first and last verses are for us (the contemporary
perspective), while the middle verses are about shepherds,
angels, the Christ Child, and His mother Mary. Let’s look at
the verses which apply to you and me.

The first line tells us how we are to rest merry and are not



to dismay. How can we do that? Because Christ was born to
save. The angel said: “Do not be afraid” (Luke 2:10). In other
words, don’t be dismayed. And, “there has been born for you a
Savior” (Luke 2:11), which allows us to rest merry. We learn
more from Matthew 1:21, “He will save His people from their
sins.” So not just saved-but saved from our sins.

The next line talks about how “we were gone astray.” Isaiah 53
shows us how far we’ve gone astray, listing the things Christ
has done for us: bore our griefs, carried our sorrows, was
pierced for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities;
chastised for our peace, and His wounds healed us. And after
all Christ has done for us, it says: “All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned-everyone—to his own way.” Despite
this, the Lord “Laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

What typically is the last verse, with the contemporary
perspective, says:

Now to the Lord sing praises, all you within this place.

That’'s what you do when the Son of God has come into the
world, to save you from your sins.

While Shepherds Watched

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, all seated on
the ground,

An angel of the Lord came down, and glory shone around.

“Fear not,” said he for mighty dread had seized their troubled
mind

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring to you and all mankind.”

Well, there’s no doubt from the title it’s all about the
shepherd’s perspective of what happened the night Christ was
born.

When you compare the lyrics of the carol with Luke 2, you
discover that the shepherd’s perspective in this song 1is



extremely Biblical. Examine all the main points from the
Gospel narrative, and you find them in the song: the cast, the
location, angelic appearance, fear, angelic announcement, new
location, signs, chorus, praise.

Now a word about the cast, and their perspective. They were
shepherds! But wait, wasn’t this the birth of the Son of God?
King of kings and Lord of Lords? Why would God make such a
stellar announcement to the working class? Two reasons:

The first reason is found in both Luke 2 and the first verse
of the song. Here’s Luke’s account: “And the angel said to
them, ‘Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great
joy that will be for all the people.'” This good news was for
ALL the people.

The second reason the shepherds were the recipients of such
good news was pride. Had the message been brought to the
elite, the royal, the upper class, do you think they would
have shared such a great message with those of us less
fortunate? Probably not. We wouldn’t have access to their
social circles. Why would they seek us out to share this good
news? Pride would have cut the Good News off from the rest of
the world.

God did not want this message to miss anyone. Christ came
humbly, and his announcement came humbly. After all, God so
loved the world.

0 Holy Night

0 holy night! The stars are brightly shining
It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth!
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

Long lay the world in sin and error pining. Although one



rarely “pines” anymore, as I read this line, I feel the
hopelessness and helplessness pressing in. In the seventh
chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans, he said: “And I know
that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I
want to do what is right, but I can’t. I want to do what is
good, but I don’'t . . . I am a slave to sin.” Yeah, that’s
hopeless.

Speaking of slavery, the third verse declares: Chains shall He
break for the slave is our brother; and in His name all
oppression shall cease. In 1847, when the lyrics were written,
slavery was rampant, especially in these United States. And a
century and a half later, oppression still hasn’t ceased. Why?

Well, Paul said it in the previous passage: “I am a slave to
sin.” We are all slaves to sin . . . until Christ breaks those
chains.

The result of Christ breaking the chains of oppression 1is
found in the choruses:

Fall on your knees;
and
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!

Christ humbled Himself to embrace our human weaknesses, and
humbled Himself even further, unto death on the cross. And our
response is to fall on our knees in humility and praise. I
wonder if humility has a place in breaking the chain of
oppression. Seems to work for Jesus.

This program’s scripts were written by the producer of Probe
Radio, Steven Davis. The music was composed and performed by
his son and Mind Games Camp alumnus Jon Clive Davis. May your
Christmas be filled with praise!

©2018 Probe Ministries



Truth You Can Sing About -
Part 2

When was the last time you thought about the great truth found
in Christmas hymns and carols? In this program we focus on the
truth of five Christmas carols. Be sure to listen to the
podcast to hear the music for each carol, written just for us,
playing underneath the content! Part 1, produced in 2015,
featured five different Christmas carols.

The First Noel

And by the light of that same star
Three wise men came from country far;

To seek for a King was their intent,

And to follow the star wherever it went.

The first two verses speak about angels and
shepherds; the remaining verses speak of three Wise
Men.

Tradition gives us their names, but not only do we not know
their names (because the Bible doesn’t mention them), we don’t
even know if there were three. We assume three because of the
number of gifts mentioned.

But the point of this carol is not about a number, or gifts;
it’s about the commitment of these Magi: “To seek for a King
was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went.”

Is there something in your life you’'ve pursued, wherever it
went? A person? Stuff? Wealth? Position? Power? The Magi were
accustomed to wealth, position and power. But who did they
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pursue? A foreign King. A Jewish King. Why? Well, if they knew
about the birth of this Jewish King, then they knew about the
Jewish God. And I believe they understood that this Jewish
God, was The One True God.

To choose to follow the King was and is counter-cultural, and
oftentimes is perceived as foolish. But the WISE men didn’t
care. They chose to follow the star wherever it went, until
they found . . . Him. Do you know who to follow? Are you
willing to look for Him with that same kind of commitment?

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus

Born Thy people to deliver,

Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;

By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

“You will have a son. His name will be Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of God Most High. The Lord God will
make him king, as his ancestor David was. He will rule the
people of Israel forever, and his kingdom will never end.”
(Luke 1:31-33)

It's been about 400 years since Israel had heard from the
Lord, and within six months, the angel Gabriel came down twice
to speak of Messiah’s birth. When Mary heard those words,
Scripture mentions how she treasured them in her heart. The
big thing: she’s going to be pregnant! (Well, and that He was
a King.) But the first thing Gabriel told Mary was to name Him
Jesus; and we learn from another angelic vision that Jesus
would live up to His name: “[F]Jor He will save His people from
their sins.” (Matthew 1:21)



Mr. Wesley got it right; the first line of this verse 1is,
“Born Thy people to deliver.” The advent we celebrate now is
for the One Who has delivered us from our sins. The advent we
still expect is when He will rule as King of Kings and Lord of
Lords, forever.

May Christ rule in your heart . . . forever.

Come, All Ye Faithful

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing.

0 come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Singer/Songwriter Michael Card was explaining how it was
difficult for the disciples to see Christ as God. Seeing Him
as man-standing five-foot something, walking, eating and
drinking with them everyday-was easy. But for us, the opposite
is true—seeing Him as God is easier; but Christ as man, is a
bit more difficult.

One of the reasons to celebrate His birth, is to give us a
tangible and “In Time” beginning of One who is everlasting.
And so like the hymn, we can come before Him in our hearts and
minds, see Him lying in a manger in a barn. We can rejoice how
the Word became flesh, and, we can rejoice that He laid down
that life, to save us.

John 1 reveals the author’s inspiration: “And the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14) But how is it we come to adore Him? John tells us
in a few verses earlier: “But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of
God.” (John 1:12)

Will you receive that right, and greet Christ the Lord today?



Let ALl Mortal Flesh Keep Silent

Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the shadows clear away.

When the author of the hymn composed this verse he must have
had Isaiah 9:2 in mind: “The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.” He must
have visualized the host of heaven in a vanguard invading the
earth, and leading the Son of God to His incarnation in a
glorious, dazzling, and blinding display. All who worshiped
darkness were put on notice: the light of the world had come
into the world.

And the light is still here, which is why the shadows are
being cleared away and the powers of hell will vanish: “You
are the light of the world . . . Let your light shine before
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14, 16)

“But you are the chosen race, the King’s priests, the holy
nation, God’'s own people, chosen to proclaim the wonderful
acts of God, who called you out of darkness into his own
marvelous light.” (1 Peter 2:9)

Will you come out of your darkness and into His light?

Good Christian Men Rejoice (In Dulci
Jubilo)

Good Christian men, rejoice,
With heart, and soul, and voice;



Now ye hear of endless bliss: Joy! Joy!

Jesus Christ was born for this!

He hath opened the heavenly door,

And man is blessed forevermore.

Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

So what was Christ born for? Or as the hymn goes: What’'s the
“this?”

“Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep
If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and
out and find pasture.” (John 10:7,9)

Christ not only opened the door, He IS the door. He'’s the only
door to Heaven, and to our Father in Heaven: “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but
through Me.” (John 14:6)

When Christ died upon the cross, He did it for you, so that
you would have a way into heaven, and experience endless,
eternal bliss. “Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured
the cross, disregarding its shame. Now he 1is seated in the
place of honor beside God’s throne.” (Hebrews 11:3) He was
willing to die for the joy that was awaiting Him; of
accomplishing His Father’s will, and making a way for you, to
the Father.

The door is open. Listen, you could be hearing the songs of
Heaven.

May your Christmas be filled with praise.

This program was written by Probe Radio producer, Steven
Davis, whose blog is Singing With the King. The music was
composed and performed by his son and Mind Games Camp
graduate, Jon (Clive Davis.

©2016 Probe Ministries
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The Star of Bethlehem from a
Christian View

Dr. Ray Bohlin looks at the familiar story of the star of
Bethlehem and provides several possible ways that God created
this sign announcing the birth of the Christ. From a Christian
worldview perspective, we know a bright light in the sky was
able to lead the magi to the Christ child. Dr. Bohlin
considers several ways God may have chosen to announce the
coming of the Christ.

The Magi and the Star of Bethlehem

0, Star of wonder, star of night
Star of royal beauty bright
Westward leading, still proceeding,
Guide us to thy perfect light.

This familiar and haunting chorus from the
Christmas carol, “We Three Kings of Orient Are,”
introduces us to what seems to be the only
ubiquitous biblical symbol during the Christmas
season, the star of Bethlehenm.

This Christmas, as you look over the Christmas cards in the
stores or in your own burgeoning collection from family and
friends, you will see one very constant element. Whether the
scene depicts the nativity, a backyard nature scene, a
Christmas tree, or just Santa making deliveries, if the
nighttime sky is included, somewhere in the picture, eliciting
warm and happy emotions, 1is a star. The star dominates the
nighttime sky with its size and brightness and its long tail
pointing to the earth. The star has almost become the
signature which says, “This scene reflects a Christmas theme.”


https://probe.org/the-star-of-bethlehem/
https://probe.org/the-star-of-bethlehem/
http://www.ministeriosprobe.org/mp3s/star-bethlehem.mp3

At first, this may seem quite unusual for something which
doesn’t even get mentioned in Luke 2, the more familiar
account of our Lord’s birth. The star is featured only 1in
Matthew’s brief description of the visit by the magi shortly
after Jesus’ birth. I think the prevalence of the star stems
from its mysteriousness. For example, what kind of star
convinces a group of Gentile wise men to search for the new
King of the Jews and actually leads them to Him? Before we
explore this puzzle, let’s look at Matthew’s account beginning
in Chapter 2 verse 1:

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, magi from the east arrived in
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of
the Jews? For we saw His star in the east, and have come to
worship Him” (Matt. 2:1-2, NASB).

A couple of things to note: first, these events take place
after Jesus’ birth; second, this was in the days of Herod the
king; third, the magi arrived from an area east of Jerusalem
(probably in the vicinity of Babylon or Persia); fourth, they
already knew they were looking for the newborn King of the
Jews, but the exact location eluded them; and fifth, it was
viewing His star from their home in the east that led them on
this journey.

After consulting with King Herod and finding out from chief
priests and teachers that the Messiah was to be born 1in
Bethlehem, the magi set out for the 5 mile trip south to
Bethlehem. We pick up Matthew’s narrative in verse 9:

And having heard the king, they went their way; and lo, the
star, which they had seen in the east, went on before thenm,
until it came and stood over where the Child was. And when
they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
And they came into the house and saw the Child with Mary His
mother; and they fell down and worshiped Him; and opening
their treasures they presented to Him gifts of gold and



frankincense and myrrh (Matt. 2:9-11, NASB).

Here we see that Matthew appears to describe the star as
moving, as leading the magi to Jesus. There is clearly more
than one magi, but only tradition holds that there were
three—presumably because of the three gifts. These Gentile
wise men worship the King whom the star has led them to. In
the rest of this essay, we will explore the nature of this
strange star and what it could have been.

What Was the Star of Bethlehem?

The Gospel of Matthew states that the star informed the magi
of the birth of the King of the Jews and actually led them to
Bethlehem once they had arrived in Jerusalem. The star of
Bethlehem has been the subject of scholarly discussion ever
since the first centuries after Jesus’ birth. Some believed it
was a supernova explosion, others a comet or a conjunction of
planets associated with specific constellations that would
herald the birth of a king in Israel. Some have suggested that
none of these astronomical events can adequately account for
all that Matthew tells us within the context of his worldview.
In this discussion, I will be investigating the more common
explanations to see if we can come to some understanding as to
just what the magi saw 2,000 years ago.

When Matthew quotes the magi as telling Herod that they
observed the new King’s star rising in the east, this can be
interpreted as a new star, something never observed before.
This has led some scholars to believe that the star of
Bethlehem was a nova or supernova. A nova is a white dwarf
star that literally explodes. The explosion may increase the
brightness of the star a thousand to a million times its
previous brightness, making a previously invisible star,
visible. A nova, however, does not last very long. The initial
blast of the explosion may only be observed for a few months
before the star shrinks to a remnant of 1its previous



brightness and disappears altogether.

There are numerous problems with this view. First, although
there was a “new star” recorded by the Chinese in the
constellation Capricorn in March-April of 5 B.C. that lasted
only 70 days, there is nothing to connect this event with the
birth of a King in Israel. Second, and perhaps most
troublesome, nova do not move.

This leads to a discussion of a different astronomical event
that may be associated with the “new star” (a comet) recorded
by the Chinese in 5 B.C. The Chinese would not have
distinguished a comet from a nova since all they recorded was
something new in the sky that was temporary. A comet has the
advantage of a tail that can appear to be pointing in a
direction which may have guided the magi. In addition, a comet
moves! A comet can even disappear as it moves behind the sun
and reappear as it comes out from behind the sun. A major
objection is that the Chinese make no mention of the “new
star” moving. Another problem is that comets are cyclical with
a predictable periodicity. For instance, Halley'’'s comet
appears every 76 years. If the star of Bethlehem were a comet,
we would most likely have observed it again and been able to
extrapolate back to the time of Christ to see if there is a
match. Unfortunately, the only one to come close is Halley’s
comet which appeared in 12 B.C., a date that is impossibly
early.

One could always claim that the comet was one with a very long
periodicity or one that has since disappeared from our solar
system. This is certainly possible, but it does not really
help the discussion. One might as well appeal to a purely
supernatural occurrence that cannot be verified
scientifically. There 1is no difference. And though comets were
usually interpreted as heralding sweeping changes, the changes
were usually for the worse and there is no way, once again, to
connect these events to the birth of a king in Israel. Next, I
will Llook at planetary conjunction, the most popular



suggestion at planetarium shows during the Christmas season.

Did the Star of Bethlehem Result from a
Triple Conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter?

The bright star usually seen hovering over Nativity scenes
depicted on numerous Christmas cards actually dominates nearly
every nighttime Christmas panorama. As I stated earlier, the
Star of Bethlehem is just about the only ubiquitous biblical
symbol associated with Christmas. The reason probably has to
do with the mystery surrounding what this star was. Earlier, I
showed the unreasonableness of the star being a comet or
supernova explosion. If you were to attend a planetarium show
concerning the star of Bethlehem, they would most likely
present the idea that the star was a triple conjunction of the
planets Jupiter and Saturn in the year 7 B.C. followed by a
massing of Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars in 6 B.C. Realizing that
planetarium shows view Scripture as something less than
historically accurate, it is still necessary to ask if this
indeed could have been the Star of Bethlehem.

In the early 17th century the great astronomer and Christian,
Johannes Kepler, calculated that a triple conjunction of
Jupiter and Saturn had occurred in 7 B.C. While Kepler did not
believe this to be the actual Star of Bethlehem, it may have
alerted the magi to the coming star. 7-4 B.C. have become the
usual dates for fixing the birth of Christ since Herod the
Great’s death, the Herod mentioned by both Matthew and Luke in
their birth narratives, is well established in 4 B.C.
Therefore, Jesus had to have been born in the few years prior
to 4 B.C. since He started his three-year public ministry
around the age of 30 (Luke 3:23) and His death is usually
fixed between 27-30 A.D.

So just what is a triple conjunction, and why would it be
significant to the birth of a King in Israel? A planetary
conjunction is what happens when two planets come in close



proximity to one another. A triple conjunction refers to when
three separate conjunctions of the same two planets occur
within a one year period. Triple conjunctions can be
predicted, but they do not occur with regularity. There have
been only 11 such triple conjunctions since 7 B.C. and the
interval between them varies between 40 and 338 years.

The triple conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in 7 B.C. was
seen in the constellation Pisces in the months of May,
September, and December. This provides sufficient time for the
magi to see the first conjunction, begin their trip west to
Judea, visit Herod by the second conjunction or at least soon
afterwards, and perhaps not reach Bethlehem until the third
conjunction when it is said to have appeared in the southern
sky, and Bethlehem 1is just south of Jerusalem. Remember how
the magi rejoiced to see the star again as they departed
Jerusalem for Bethlehem. Ancient astrologers associated
Jupiter with royalty or even a ruler of the universe. Saturn
was associated with Palestine or even with the deity who
protected Israel. And Pisces was associated with the nation of
Israel. Later a massing of Jupiter, Mars, and Saturn occurred
again in Pisces in 6 B.C. It seems feasible then that this
triple conjunction followed by the massing of the three
planets in Pisces could indicate to the magi that a King of
Israel and a Ruler of the Universe was about to be born in
Israel.

While this seems to wrap things up rather nicely, there are
significant problems. First, Jupiter and Saturn never were
close enough to be confused as a single object. Matthew
definitely describes a singular star. Perhaps more
importantly, the use of astrology is necessary to interpret
these astronomical signs properly. The 0ld Testament,
particularly, mocks astrologers in Isaiah 47:13-15 and several
times in Daniel (1:20, 2:27, 4:7, and 5:7). Jeremiah 10:1-2
seems to forbid astrology outright. The use of astrology 1is
clearly outside the worldview of Matthew as he penned his



gospel. It seems woefully inconsistent for the Lord to use
astrology to herald the incarnation and birth of His Son into
the world.

Was the Star of Bethlehem the Planet
Jupiter?

In this discussion, I have considered a nova, a comet, and a
triple conjunction of the planets Jupiter and Saturn as the
Star of Bethlehem between 7 and 4 B.C., and none have seemed
to be satisfactory. In 1991, Ernest Martin published a book
titled, The Star That Astonished the World. His major thesis
is that Herod died in 1 B.C. and not 4 B.C. If 4 B.C. is the
wrong date for Herod’s death, then everything must be
reevaluated.

While there are many lines of evidence that Martin uses to
make his point, a critical issue is a lunar eclipse that
occurred just prior to Herod’s death. According to the Jewish
historian, Flavius Josephus, on the night of a lunar eclipse,
Herod executed two rabbis. Herod himself died soon afterwards,
just before Passover. Martin points out that the lunar eclipse
of March 13, 4 B.C., was only a 40% partial eclipse and barely
visible. Also he reconstructs the events between the eclipse
and Herod’'s death, about 4 weeks, and determines there was not
enough time for all these things to take place. However,
Martin has located a total lunar eclipse on January 10, 1
B.C., twelve and a half weeks prior to Passover.

If we assume that Martin’s date for the death of Herod 1is
correct, then the years 3 and 2 B.C. can be added to the
search parameters for the Star of Bethlehem. Martin points out
that the planet Jupiter passes through a series of
conjunctions over the course of these two years indicating
that Jupiter is the star of Bethlehem.

Remember that Jupiter is considered the royal star. Well, in 3



B.C., Jupiter came into conjunction with Regulus, the star of
kingship, the brightest star in the constellation of Leo, the
first of several such conjunctions over the next year. Leo was
the constellation of kings, and it was also closely associated
by some with the Lion of Judah. This is beginning to look
interesting. “The royal planet approached the royal star in
the royal constellation representing Israel.” (1) In addition,
on September 11, 3 B.C., Jupiter was not only very close to
Regulus, but the sun was in the constellation Virgo. Hmmm, the
royal planet in conjunction with the royal star while the sun
is in a virgin. September 11, 3 B.C., is also the beginning of
the Jewish New Year. There seems to be an awful lot coming
together here.

But what about the star appearing to stop over Bethlehem?
Planets will actually appear to do just that as they reach the
opposite point in the sky from the sun as they travel east
across the sky. They will stop, reverse directions for a few
weeks, stop again, and head east once again. It’s called a
retrograde loop. Jupiter performed a retrograde loop in 2 B.C.
and was stationary on December 25, during Hanukkah, the season
of giving presents.

Just in case you are ready to proclaim the mystery of the Star
of Bethlehem solved, remember that this whole scenario rests
on Herod dying in 1 B.C. rather than in 4 B.C. The majority of
historians and biblical historians can’t accept this critical
revision. If Herod indeed died in 4 B.C., all of these
coincidences I just reviewed are just that, coincidences.
Also, as I mentioned earlier, the use of astrological meanings
is contrary to the worldview of Matthew. There 1is another
option that has become very popular, and I'll discuss it next.

The Shekinah Glory as the Star of



Bethlehem

So far in this essay, I have discussed several naturalistic
explanations for the Star of Bethlehem: a nova or exploding
star, a comet, a triple conjunction of the planets Jupiter and
Saturn in 7 B.C., and the planet Jupiter as it traveled in the
constellation Leo in 3-2 B.C. Each of these astronomical
events represents a natural occurrence that God used to
announce the birth of His Son. One of the major problems has
been that in order to interpret any of these signs, one would
have to use astrological meanings for these events and their
locations in the night sky to reach the conclusion that a new
King of the Jews has been born-something that is foreign to
the biblical worldview. Perhaps there was a physical “star”
that gave off real light but indeed was new but not reflected
by any astronomical event.

Remember that Jesus’ birth was the ultimate coming of the
presence of God in the midst of His people. How was God'’s
presence manifested elsewhere in the Bible? Moses saw a
burning bush that was not consumed and God spoke to him from
the bush. Again in Exodus, Moses was allowed to see God’s
backside and afterwards his face shone with light so bright
that the other Israelites could not look on his face. The
Israelites were led through the desert by a cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night. When Jesus was transfigured He shone
with a light as bright as the sun. When Jesus appeared to Saul
on the road to Damascus, Saul was blinded by the light which
the others with him saw as well. When God was imminently
present, a bright light was associated with His presence.

The Shekinah Glory denotes the visible presence of God. This
presence was real, and the physical manifestation was real.
Remember that Saul was blinded by the light. The Lord often
announces His presence by a very physical manifestation of
bright light. What better way to announce the coming of Jesus,
God’'s Son, the second Person of the Trinity than by a special



light that is not some mere improbable astronomical event,
rather an expression of the Shekinah glory, God’s divine
presence among men?

Astronomer Sherm Kanagy and theologian Ken Boa advance this
thesis in their as yet unpublished manuscript, Star of the
Magi. One of their strong emphases is the necessity to try to
interpret the text of Matthew from first century Jewish
perspective. They reject the idea that any astrological
meaning could have been on Matthew’s mind concerning this
star. It is certainly fair to wonder, therefore, what this
star was and how the magi interpreted it as a star signifying
the birth of the King of the Jews. Kanagy and Boa reveal that
Kepler concluded that the star was not some astronomical event
and was a light that appeared in the lower atmosphere and
therefore was not visible to everyone. But how did the magi
interpret the star? This admittedly is the weakest part of the
interpretation. The text gives no real hints. Magi were simply
wise men of the east, not necessarily astrologers. They were
Gentiles whose presence in the context of Matthew’s Messianic
gospel hints at the eventual spread of the gospel beyond the
Jews. But how did they know what the star meant? We can only
assume there was selective revelation. Only Paul understood
the voice from the light, though all who were with him saw the
light. Only Moses was allowed up on Mt. Sinai to receive the
Law. Only Peter, James, and John were present at the
transfiguration, and they were told to keep it to themselves
until Jesus rose from the dead. Manifestations of God’s
presence with men often were accompanied by selective
revelation. Perhaps the meaning of the “star” was only
revealed to the magi though others could actually see the
“star.”

Well, what was it, an astronomical event or the Shekinah
Glory, manifesting God’s presence among men? In my mind the
mystery remains. Perhaps that is how God intends it to be.

© 1999 Probe Ministries



Thanksgiving Quiz

Kerby Anderson offers a quiz concerning the origins of
American Thanksgiving.

This nation was founded by Christians, and Thanksgiving is a
time when we can reflect upon this rich, Christian heritage.
But many of us are often ignorant of our country’s origins, so
we have put together a Thanksgiving quiz to test your
knowledge about this nation’s biblical foundations. We hope
that you will not only take this test and pass it on to
others, but we also hope that you will be encouraged to study
more about the Christian foundations of this country.

1. What group began the tradition of Thanksgiving?

A day of thanksgiving was set aside by the Pilgrims who
founded Plymouth Colony. This colony was the first permanent
settlement in New England. The Pilgrims were originally known
as the Forefathers or Founders. The term Pilgrim was first
used in the writings of colonist William Bradford and is now
used to designate them.

2. Why did they celebrate Thanksgiving?

Life was hard in the New World. Out of 103 Pilgrims, 51 of
these died in the first terrible winter. After the first
harvest was completed, Governor William Bradford proclaimed a
day of thanksgiving and prayer. By 1623, a day of fasting and
prayer during a period of drought was changed to one of
thanksgiving because the rain came during their prayers. The
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custom prevailed in New England and eventually became a
national holiday.

3. When did Thanksgiving become a national holiday?

The state of New York adopted Thanksgiving Day as an annual
custom in 1817. By the time of the Civil War, many other
states had done the same. In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln
appointed a day of thanksgiving. Since then, each president
has issued a Thanksgiving Day proclamation for the fourth
Thursday of November.

4. Why did the Pilgrims leave Europe?

Among the early Pilgrims was a group of Separatists who were
members of a religious movement that broke from the Church of
England during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. In
1606 William Brewster led a group of Separatists to Leiden (in
the Netherlands) to escape religious persecution in England.
After living in Leiden for more than ten years, some members
of the group voted to emigrate to America. The voyage was
financed by a group of London investors who were promised
produce from America in exchange for their assistance.

5. How did the Pilgrims emigrate to the New World?

On September 16, 1620, a group numbering 102 men, women, and
children left Plymouth, England, for America on the Mayflower.
Having been blown off course from their intended landing in
Virginia by a terrible storm, the Pilgrims landed at Cape Cod
on November 11. On December 21, they landed on the site of
Plymouth Colony. While still on the ship, the Pilgrims signed
the Mayflower Compact.

6. What is the Mayflower Compact?

On November 11, 1620, Governor William Bradford and the
leaders on the Mayflower signed the Mayflower Compact before
setting foot on land. They wanted to acknowledge God’s



sovereignty in their lives and their need to obey Him. The
Mayflower Compact was America’s first great constitutional
document and is often called “The American Covenant.”

7. What is the significance of the Mayflower Compact?

After suffering years of persecution in England and spending
difficult years of exile in the Netherlands, the Pilgrims
wanted to establish their colony on the biblical principles
they suffered for in Europe. Before they set foot on land,
they drew up this covenant with God. They feared launching
their colony until there was a recognition of God’s
sovereignty and their collective need to obey Him.

8. What does the Mayflower Compact say?

“In the name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwritten,
the loyal subjects of our dread sovereign Lord, King James, by
the grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland king,
defender of the faith, etc., Having undertaken, for the glory
of God, and advancement of the Christian faith, and honor of
our king and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in
the Northern parts of Virginia, do by these present solemnly
and mutually in the presence of God, and one another, covenant
and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic, for
better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends
foresaid, and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame
such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions and
offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and
convenient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we
promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof
we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod the 11lth of
November, in the year of the reign of our sovereign Lord, King
James, of England, France, and Ireland.”

9. Why didn’t the pilgrims sail to the original destination in
Virginia?

The Pilgrims were blown off course and landed at Cape Cod in



what now appears to be God’s providence. Because their patent
did not include this territory, they consulted with the
Captain of the Mayflower and resolved to sail southward. But
the weather and geography did not allow them to do so. They
encountered “dangerous shoals and roaring breakers” and were
quickly forced to return to Cape Cod. From there they began
scouting expeditions and finally discovered what is now
Plymouth. Had they arrived just a few years earlier, they
would have been attacked and destroyed by one of the fiercest
tribes in the region. However, three years earlier (in 1617),
the Patuxet tribe had been wiped out by a plague. The Pilgrims
thus landed in one of the few places where they could
survive.{1}

10. What role did the lone surviving Indian play in the lives
of the Pilgrims?

There was one survivor of the Patuxet tribe: Squanto. He was
kidnapped in 1605 by Captain Weymouth and taken to England
where he learned English and was eventually able to return to
New England.{2} When he found his tribe had been wiped out by
the plague, he lived with a neighboring tribe. When Squanto
learned that the Pilgrims were at Plymouth, he came to them
and showed them how to plant corn and fertilize with fish. He
later converted to Christianity. William Bradford said that
Squanto “was a special instrument sent of God for their good
beyond their expectation.”{3}

11. Were the colonists dedicated to Christian principles 1in
their lives on days other than Thanksgiving?

The Pilgrims were, and so were the other colonists. Consider
this sermon by John Winthrop given while aboard the Arabella
in 1630. This 1is what he said about the Puritans who formed
the Massachusetts Bay Colony: “For the persons, we are a
Company professing ourselves fellow members of Christ.

For the work we have in hand, it is by a mutual consent
through a special overruling providence, and a more than an



ordinary approbation of the Churches of Christ to seek out a
place of Cohabitation and Consortship under a due form of
Government both civil and ecclesiastical.” They established a
Christian Commonwealth in which every area of their lives both
civil and ecclesiastical fell under the Lordship of Jesus
Christ.

12. How did the Pilgrims organize their economic activities?

After the first year, the colony foundered because of the
collective economic system forced upon them by the merchants
in London. All the settlers worked only for the joint
partnership and were fed out of the common stores. The land
and the houses built on it were the joint property of the
merchants and colonists for seven years and then divided

equally.{4}

When Deacon Carver died, William Bradford became governor.
Seeing the failure of communal farming, he instituted what
today would be called free enterprise innovations. Bradford
assigned plots of land to each family to work, and the colony
began to flourish. Each colonist was challenged to better
themselves and their land by working to their fullest
capacity. Many Christian historians and economists today point
to this fundamental economic change as one of the key reasons
for the success of the Pilgrims at Plymouth.

13. What has been the significance of the Pilgrims and their
legacy of Thanksgiving?

On the bicentennial celebration of the landing of the Pilgrims
at Plymouth Rock, Daniel Webster on December 22, 1820,
declared the following: “Let us not forget the religious
character of our origin. Our fathers were brought hither by
their high veneration for the Christian religion. They
journeyed by its light, and labored in its hope. They sought
to incorporate its principles with the elements of their
society, and to diffuse its influence through all their



institutions, civil, political, or literary.”

The legacy of the Pilgrims and Thanksgiving is the legacy of
godly men and women who sought to bring Christian principles
to this nation. These spread throughout the nation for
centuries.

14. How were Christian principles brought to the founding of
this republic?

Most historians will acknowledge that America was born in the
midst of a revival. This occurred from approximately 1740-1770
and was known as the First Great Awakening. Two prominent
preachers during that time were Jonathan Edwards (best known
for his sermon “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”) and
George Whitfield. They preached up and down the East Coast and
saw revival break out. Churches were planted, schools were
built, and lives were changed.

15. How influential were Christian ideas in the Constitution?

While the Constitution does not specifically mention God or
the Bible, the influence of Christianity can plainly be seen.
Professor M.E. Bradford shows in his book A Worthy Company,
that fifty of the fifty-five men who signed the Constitution
were church members who endorsed the Christian faith.

16. Weren’t many of the founders non-Christians?

Yes, some were. Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin Franklin are
good examples of men involved in the drafting of the
Declaration of Independence who were influenced by ideas from
the Enlightenment. Yet revisionists have attempted to make
these men more secular than they really were. Jefferson, for
example, wrote to Benjamin Rush that “I am a Christian

sincerely attached to his doctrines, in preference to all
others.” Franklin called for prayer at the Constitutional
Convention saying, “God governs the affairs of men. And if a
sparrow cannot fall to the ground without his notice, is it



probable that an empire can rise without his notice?” While
they were hardly examples of biblical Christianity, they
nevertheless believed in God and believed in absolute
standards which should be a part of the civil order.

17. How important was Christianity in colonial education in
America?

Young colonists’ education usually came from the Bible, the
Hornbook, and the New England Primer. The Hornbook consisted
of a single piece of parchment attached to a paddle of wood.
Usually the alphabet, the Lord’s Prayer, and religious
doctrines were written on it. The New England Primer taught a
number of lessons and included such things as the names of the
Old and New Testament books, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’
Creed, the Ten Commandments, the Westminster Shorter
Catechism, and John Cotton’s “Spiritual Milk for American
Babies.” Even when teaching the alphabet, biblical themes were
used: “A is for Adam’s fall, we sinned all. B is for Heaven to
find, the Bible mind. C is for Christ crucified, for sinners
died.”

18. How important was Christianity in colonial higher
education?

Most of the major universities were established by Christian
denominations. Harvard was a Puritan school. William and Mary
was an Anglican school. Yale was Congregational, Princeton was
Presbyterian, and Brown was Baptist. The first motto for
Harvard was Veritas Christo et Ecclesiae (Truth for Christ and
the Church). Students gathered for prayer and readings from
the Scriptures every day. Yale was established by Increase
Mather and Cotton Mather because Harvard was moving away from
its original Calvinist philosophy and eventually drifted to
Unitarianism. The founders of Yale said that “every student
shall consider the main end of his study to wit to know God in
Jesus Christ and answerably to lead a Godly, sober life.”



19. If Christianity was so important in colonial America, why
does the Constitution establish a wall of separation between
church and state?

Contrary to what many Americans may think, the phrase
“separation of church and state” does not appear anywhere in
the Constitution. In fact, there is no mention of the words
church, state, or separation in the First Amendment or
anywhere within the Constitution. The First Amendment does
guarantee freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of
the press, and freedom of religion.

The phrase is found in a letter Thomas Jefferson wrote to
Baptist pastors in Danbry, Connecticut in 1802 in which he
gave his opinion of the establishment clause of the First
Amendment and then felt that this was “building a wall of
separation between church and state.” At best this was a
commentary on the First Amendment, from an individual who was
in France when the Constitution and Bill of Rights were
drafted.

Notes
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The Death of Charlie Kirk and
the Threat to Freedom of
Speech, Universities, and
National Peace

I remember where I was when I heard that Charlie Kirk had been
shot. I was on my way to a chiropractic appointment. I
normally listen to podcasts when I am driving, but that day I
decided to see what the talk shows were discussing on the AM
channels. I turned on the radio to hear Sean Hannity saying
that Charlie Kirk had been shot and was at the hospital in
serious condition. When I arrived at the chiropractor’s
office, I was surprised when my chiropractor asked me if I
heard about the shooting. I was surprised that he heard about
it. I was driving home when I heard that Charlie had died.

I did not know Charlie Kirk personally. I never met him.
However, the news of what happened disturbed me deeply for
several reasons. My first ministry job was as an intern for
the Baptist Student Ministries. I remember manning tables and
talking to whoever would stop by. The local atheist club
invited me to go to their meeting to give them an apologetics
talk. I was in their club with three friends, and about
fifteen atheist students, discussing apologetic arguments. I
never thought that I was in danger. If I was not in any danger
on that day, why was Charlie Kirk in danger holding his public
event on a university campus freely exchanging ideas with the
students?

As I stated, I did not know Charlie Kirk, but I did know about
his ministry. I saw some videos of him debating students at
his “Prove Me Wrong” events. I saw that Charlie Kirk could
handle himself well in those discussions, and that he was
respectful to the other person. He allowed the other people
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time to make their points and lay out their arguments, and he
challenged and refuted their argument. Charlie Kirk boldly
proclaimed the Gospel, argued religious and political issues
such as the resurrection and abortion, and refuted opposing
arguments in a public forum. This is what got Charlie killed.

Charlie Kirk'’s assassination should disturb you for three
reasons (other than the fact that he was a person who should
not have been murdered). First, his death shows that there 1is
a threat to the First Amendment. Second, his death shows that
universities may not be safe spaces for the free exchange of
ideas. Third, the left and the right might be taking us
towards a second civil war. None of these things are
certainties, but the threat is strong enough that we should be
aware of it.

The part of the first amendment that is threatened by Charlie
Kirk’'s assassination is the free speech clause, “Congress
shall make no law..abridging the freedom of speech.” One of the
reasons that people came to the United States early in our
country’s history is because we allowed people to express
their political and religious opinions. Liberals and
conservatives should care about this. If society restricts
public discussion or declares that certain topics are off
limits, the common public is excluded from discussions
concerning public policy and many other topics. One of the
foundational principles that our country was founded on was
free speech. The founding fathers did not want the government
restricting public speech because they knew the impact from
laws restricting speech critical of political leaders and
royalty in England and other European nations. The people were
oppressed because they had no say on certain issues that
impacted their lives. Free speech at least allows for the
ideas and policies of the government to be challenged
publicly.

The University of Bologna is the first university in the
historical record. The purpose of the university was to train



future civil and religious leaders. Later training in certain
subjects was required for certain professions. For scholars to
discuss these issues they had to have the freedom to discuss
controversial issues, and they had to be safe from harm while
discussing issues. The wuniversity became a place where
controversial ideas could be discussed openly. This is the
activity that Charlie Kirk was engaging in when he was shot
and killed. This means that Charlie Kirk'’s murder was
intentionally, or unintentionally, an attack on the university
as a place where controversial issues can be debated. This
shooting puts the university system in jeopardy. Are scholars
and students allowed to debate issues or not? If the answer 1is
no, then freedom of thought and speech is undermined. If the
answer is no, certain ideas are not allowed to be discussed,
and speech can be policed.

Since I started paying attention to politics, the nature of
political debates has become more contentious. There will be a
certain amount of contention and conflict in politics because
that is the nature of politics. Political discussions have
become more contentious since the 2016 elections. This
contention has led to an increase in political violence over
the issues of race, marriage, LGBTQ issues, and abortion.
There have been riots in Portland, Washington D.C., and many
other cities that lead to buildings being burnt. No matter
your view of the January 6th riot over the ratification of the
2020 election, the event is a sign that tolerance of opposing
views 1is decreasing. One of the reasons people were coming to
the United States was because they were not allowed to speak
out against their leaders in the country that they were
leaving. Unless we can find a way to discuss our differences
without killing, physically attacking, rioting, or damaging
public and private poverty, it becomes more and more probable
that this will lead to a civil war.

Political violence has increased over the last 25 years.
Liberals and conservatives are becoming more likely to use



violence against fellow countrymen because they will not
tolerate disagreement over certain issues. As Christians, how
should we respond? We should not stop speaking the truth and
challenging evil. Paul wrote, “Take no part in the unfruitful
works of darkness, but instead expose them” (Ephesians 5:11).
By speaking out against the “unfruitful works of darkness” we
are being faithful to God. Christianity has a long history of
speaking out against immoral and evil things. We cannot stop
because the darkness threatens us with violence.

If we do not speak out against what is evil and stand for what
is good, we will be held accountable for God. The law of
Leviticus states, “If anyone sins in that he hears a public
adjuration to testify, and though he is a witness, whether he
has seen or come to know the matter, yet does not speak, he
shall bear his iniquity” (Leviticus 5:1). God does not want
his people to remain silent and allow what is evil to go
unchallenged. We must respond to evil and injustice by
speaking out against it.

Christians are not called to respond to violence with
violence. I am not claiming that Christians should not defend
themselves against assault or protect others. The issue here
is that Christianity will not spread by using violence. Jesus
said, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on My
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before
you” (Matthew 5:11). Satan is not defeated by violence. If
Christians become violent Satan wins. Instead, we should
expect to be persecuted, slandered, and attacked when we speak
out against evil and proclaim the Gospel. Christian brothers
and sisters, the kingdom of God does not advance the way
earthly nations advance. The kingdom of God spreads by the
proclamation of the gospel, helping those that are in need,
and remaining faithful during times of danger and persecution.
At this uncertain time, we must remain faithful to God and



proclaim the Gospel of Jesus.

©2025 Probe Ministries

What Happened at Nicaea

The identity of Jesus of Nazareth is central to the beliefs of
Christianity. Christianity does not call a person to join a
philosophy, or a set of practices. Sure, there are
philosophical ideas and practices that are consistent with
Christianity. However, the central part of the Christian faith
is a call to be in a relationship with Christ Jesus. Christian
apologist Michael Ramsden once remarked, “Without Christ the
Christian is left with the letters I A N and Ian cannot help
you.” While this 1is simplistic, saying it does convey the
importance of Jesus to the Christian religion. This is exactly
the question that many bishops were called to answer in the
city of Nicaea in A.D. 325.

Some skeptics claim that no one claimed
that Jesus was not seen as divine until
the council of Nicaea. In 2003 this view
was popularized in Dan Brown’s novel, The
Da Vinci Code and in the movie that
followed. In this novel Brown uses a
fictional story to make factual claims
about the origin of Christianity and the
person of Jesus. While investigating a
murder, several of Brown’s characters make
some disturbing discoveries. One character
states, “Jesus was viewed by His followers
as a mortal prophet..A great and powerful man, but a man
nonetheless.”{1} Another character says that “Constantine
upgraded Jesus’ status almost four centuries after Jesus’
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death.”{2} While most of Brown’s claims have been disregarded,
the claim that the divinity of Jesus was something invented 1is
still floating around. So it is still important to understand
what happened at the Council of Nicaea.

One interpretation of the Council of Nicaea is that it was a
“local dispute..eventually judged by the ecumenical
councils.”{3} The result is that the issue of this local
dispute was influenced by cultural issues that was then
imposed on all Christians by an ecumenical council. An
examination of the facts reveals that this interpretation is
the result of imposing philosophical presuppositions onto the
historical narrative instead of looking at the facts.

Before the battle of Milvian Bridge in 312, Constantine was
praying when he saw a cross in the heavens with the
inscription, “CONQUER BY THIS.” Constantine had that sign
painted on the shields of all his soldiers before the battle.
Constantine won the battle and became co-emperor of the Roman
Empire with Licinius. From that point Constantine worked to
promote the Christian religion in the Roman Empire.

In 318 Arius, a presbyter (priest or elder) in Alexandria,
began to teach that Christ was a divine being that was created
by the Father. Christ then created the world. This view made
Christ “a kind of divine hero: greater than an ordinary human
being, but of a lower rank than the eternal God.”{4} The
Bishop of Alexandria disagreed with this view. The conflict
led to a council meeting in Alexandria where Arius was
excommunicated. Arius, who had the support of Eusebius, the
Bishop of Nicomedia, spread his teachings through the empire.
Several more meetings were held, but the controversy
continued.

Constantine believed that it was his duty to promote unity in
the Christian religion for the sake of the empire. Constantine
wrote “My design then was, first, to bring diverse judgments
found by all nations respecting the Deity to a condition, as



it were, of settled uniformity ..and, second, to restore a
healthy tone to the system of the world, then suffering under
the power of grievous disease.”{5} Constantine called the
council of Nicaea to “adjudicate the meaning of Jesus’
divinity”{6}so that there could be cultural unity in the
empire. The controversy may have started as a local dispute
between a bishop and a presbyter, but it spread through the
empire and caused enough division to get the attention of the
empire. This was not just a local dispute any more, and
involved more than just cultural influence. Theological
questions that defined the very nature of Christianity were at
the heart of the controversy.

Arius’ argument had a logical component, and a component based
on Scripture. The 1logical argument, or “logic of
monotheism,” {7} focused on the Father’s unity. Arius reasoned
that if God was perfect, transcendent, and changeless, and the
sustainer of all things, then everything and everyone 1is
separate from God. If everyone is separate from God, then
Jesus 1is separate from God. Jesus has a special role in
creation and redemption but cannot be God because there 1is
only one God. This means that Jesus is a created being.
Because Jesus was created, he is subject to change. Therefore,
Jesus was not God.

To popularize his argument, Arius wrote easily memorized,
catchy songs set to familiar tunes, which allowed his
teachings to spread across the empire. One song had the
lyrics:

And by adoption had God made the Son
Into an advancement of himself.

Yet the Son’s substance is

Removed from the substance of the Father:
The Son is not equal to the Father,

Nor does he share the same substance.{8}

Arius also used Scripture as part of his argument. Arius



identified wisdom with Christ. He cited Proverbs 8:22 which
says, “The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, the
first of his acts of old.” Jesus states that “the Father 1is
greater than I” (John 14:28). Luke states that “Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man”
(Luke 2:52). This indicates that Jesus changed, something God
cannot do. Paul writes that Jesus is “the firstborn among many
brothers” (Romans 8:29). Paul also states that Jesus “is the
image of the invisible God, the firstborn among all creation”
(Colossians 1:15). Arius argued that these verses meant that
Jesus was the first created being. John writes, “And this is
eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom you have sent” (John 17:3). Paul writes to Timothy
about God, “who alone has immortality, who dwells 1in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see” (1
Timothy 6:16). Arius taught that these verses taught that God
was totally set apart from creation, which includes the Son.

Arius’ opponents thought that he was “reading meaning into
innocent passages.”{9} To show this, these bishops looked to
the Scripture to find their own proof texts. Paul writes of
Jesus “though he was in the form of God, did not consider
equality with God a thing to be grasped” (Philippians 2:6).
This verse identifies the Son with the Father. John opens his
Gospel with, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). Jesus was not only
with God, he was God. The author of Hebrews writes that Jesus
“1s the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of
his nature, and he upholds the universe by his word and his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3). Jesus 1is
identified as the exact imprint of the Father and the
sustainer of the universe. Paul calls Jesus the “Lord of
Glory” (1 Corinthians 2:8). The author of Hebrews states that
“Jesus is the same yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews
13:8). Jesus does not change and neither does the Father.



The opponents of Arius countered his argument that Proverbs 8
showed that wisdom was created by pointing to verse 30, “Then
I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was daily in
his delight, rejoicing before him always.” They argued that
this verse showed that wisdom was always with God.

The orthodox bishops also responded with an argument called
the “logic of salvation.”{10} The argument is that if Christ
is not truly God, then Jesus cannot save mankind from sin. If
Jesus is less than God, and 1s subject to sin, then his
sacrifice is insufficient to redeem mankind of their sin. Paul
taught this when he wrote, “For our sake he made him to be sin
who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Christ cannot make
us the righteousness of God if he is not of the same substance
as the Father.

In his novel Brown portrays the outcome of the Council of
Nicaea as coming down to a close vote. The vote was 300 to 2.
In any election this would have been called a landslide. The
council instated what later became the Nicene Creed. Its
statement is as follows:

We believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
begotten from the Father before all ages,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made;
of the same essence as the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven;
he became incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and was made human.
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered and was buried.
The third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again with glory
to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom will never end.

And we believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life.
He proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
He spoke through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look forward to the resurrection of the dead,
and to life in the world to come. Amen.

Constantine did not decide that Jesus should be made a God,
nor did he participate in the vote. The deity of Jesus was not
what was at issue at this council either. The issue before the
council was the nature of Jesus’ relation to the Father.

The Council of Nicaea may have decided against Arius’ view,
but the controversy was not over yet. The Arians were exiled
after the council. Eusebius of Caesarea was recalled after
writing a theology that made Constantine the “earthly image of
the Logos.”{11} Arius was recalled from exile after giving a
statement of faith that Constantine did not understand, but
died unexpectedly the day before taking communion with the
faithful.

Athanasius took the office of bishop of Alexandria after
Alexander, the previous bishop, died. Athanasius was



Alexander’s advisor at the time of the council in 325.
Athanasius did not welcome the Arians back into the Church,
putting him in conflict with Constantine. The Arians tried to
dispose of Athanasius at Tyre in 335. Athanasius was accused
of abusing clergy that disagreed with him and of cutting off
food to Constantinople by instigating a dock strike.
Constantine banished Athanasius to Trier 1in Gaul.

When Constantine died, Athanasius and Marcellus, who taught
that the Father and the Son were of a similar substance, were
allowed to return from exile. The Eastern Empire was ruled by
Constantius, and the West by Constans. The Nicene Creed was
still the official doctrine, but the Arians outnumbered the
orthodox Christians. To advance their cause the Arians
convinced Constantius to banish Athanasius and Marcellus
again. In 340 Bishop Julius recalled Athanasius and Marcellus.
Marcellus’ teachings were declared orthodox. However, in 341
there was a council at Antioch that rejected the teachings of
Arius and Marcellus. Athanasius was not allowed a hearing at
the council. The creed that was affirmed by this council
excluded Arianism and condemned Marcellus. Constans and
Constantius decided to call a council in Sardica. This council
ended in schism between the eastern and western parts of the
Empire. Athanasius abandoned Marcellus and was allowed to
return to Alexandria.

In 350 Constantius gained control over the western Empire. He
allowed the Arians power in the Church. Bishops were forced to
turn on Athanasius. In 356 Athanasius was banished again. A
creed was published in 357 that banished the philosophical
language that was used in Nicaea. Basil, Marcellian’s
successor, taught that the Son was of the same substance as
the Father; this development was encouraging to Athanasius.

When Emperor Justine ascended to power, he permitted all
exiles to return. A council was held in 362 in Alexandria
where the Nicene Creed was affirmed. Another council was held
in 381 in Constantinople where a modified version of the



Nicaea Creed was affirmed and all bishops were assured that
the three persons of the Trinity were not three Gods. Three
persons formed the one Triune God. It took 66 years of
conflict after the Council of Nicaea for the Church to reach a
conclusion about the issue.

There were four main affirmations that resulted from the
Council of Nicaea. First, Christ was “very God of very
God."”{12} Jesus 1is God in the same sense that the Father 1is
God. Second, Christ is “of one substance with the Father.”{13}
On this point the distinction was one Greek letter. Arianism
taught that Jesus was of a similar substance (homoiousios)
with the Father. Athanasius and the orthodox Christians
believed that Jesus was of the same substance (homoousios)
with the Father. It can be said that the whole dispute was
over one letter. Third, Jesus was “begotten, not made.”{14}
Fourth, Jesus “became human for us men, and for our
salvation.” {15} Without the work of Jesus there 1is no
salvation of mankind.

Athanasius spent most of his life defending the truth of
Christian doctrine. He was exiled five times. He placed
himself on the line to fight the good fight. Athanasius
deserves to be remembered as one of the greatest theologians
and defenders of the truth. Even when his name is forgotten,
the fruit of his work will remain.

There are many misconceptions about the Council of Nicaea in
the larger culture. Constantine did not decide to declare
Jesus divine. He called a council to attempt to resolve a
dispute among Christians. From Constantine’s point of view,
the stability of the Empire stood on the stability of the
Christian religion. The Christians did not decide to declare
that Jesus was divine at this council. This was a belief that
was already held by the majority of Christians. The primary
question that was being discussed transcended cultural
boundaries. If Christ is fully God, then this transcends all
cultural boundaries. If Christ is fully God, then all of



mankind will be united once again to worship their king.
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It’s alarming to us at Probe Ministries to see the drop in
biblical literacy among Americans. Growing numbers of people
don’'t know what the Bible says, even the most basic
foundational truths and people and facts.

Evangelical pollster George Barna says,

Over the past 20 years we have seen the nation’s theological
views slowly become less aligned with the Bible. Americans
still revere the Bible and like to think of themselves as
Bible-believing people, but the evidence suggests otherwise.
Christians have increasingly been adopting spiritual views
that come from Islam, Wicca, secular humanism, the eastern
religions and other sources.{1}

That’s because we’'re not reading and studying the Bible. If we
don’'t know what God says is truth, it makes us vulnerable to
believing a lie.
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1. Who wrote the first four books of the New
Testament?

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
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2. Who wrote the first five books of the 0ld Testament?

Most conservative scholars hold that the Pentateuch was
written by Moses.

3. What two 0ld Testament books are named for women?
Esther and Ruth.
4. What are the Ten Commandments?

1. I am the Lord your God; you shall have no other gods
before Me.

2. You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of
anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the
waters below.

3. You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

. Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

. Honor your father and your mother.

. You shall not murder.

. You shall not commit adultery.

. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
10. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s wife—or anything that belongs to your
neighbor. (Exodus 20:2-17)

00 N O Ul b~

5. What is the Greatest Commandment?

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37,38)

6. What is the second Greatest Commandment?
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 22:39)
7. What is the Golden Rule?

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.”
(Matthew 7:12)



8. What is the Great Commission?

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely I will be with you always, to the
very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19,20)

9. What was the test of a prophet, to know that he was truly
from God?

He had to be 100% accurate in his prophecies. The penalty
for a false prophet was death by stoning. (Deuteronomy
18:20-22)

10. To whom did God give the 10 Commandments?
Moses. (Exodus 20)
11. Which two people did not die?

Genesis 5:24 says that Enoch, who was Noah’s great-
grandfather, “walked with God; then he was no more, because
God took him away.” The other was the 0ld Testament prophet
Elijah, who was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind with a
chariot and horses of fire. (2 Kings 2:11)

12. What is the root of all kinds of evil?
The love of money. (1 Timothy 6:10)
13. What is the beginning of wisdom?
The fear of the Lord. (Psalm 111:10)
14. Who delivered the Sermon on the Mount?
The Lord Jesus. (Matthew 5-7)
15. How did sickness and death enter the world?

Romans 5:12 says that sin entered the world though one man,



and death through sin. The fall of man is recorded 1in
Genesis 3, where God’'s perfect creation was spoiled by
Adam’s sin.

16. Who was the Roman governor who sentenced Christ to death?
Pontius Pilate. (Matthew 27:206)

17. Who are the major prophets?
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel.

18. What people group is the 0ld Testament about?

The Hebrews, who became the nation of Israel. They were
descendants of Abraham though Isaac.

19. What happened while the Lord Jesus was in the desert for
40 days?

He was tempted by the devil. (Matthew 4:1) Hebrews 4:15
tells us that He was tempted in every way, just as we
are—-yet was without sin.

20. How many people were on Noah’'s ark?

Eight: Noah and his wife, his three sons Shem, Ham, and
Japheth, and their wives. (Genesis 7:13, 1 Peter 2:5)

21. Who was the first murderer?
Cain, who killed his brother Abel. (Genesis 4:8)

22. Which person was afflicted with terrible trials but
trusted God through it all?

Job. (See book of Job)
23. Who was Israel’s most well-known and well-loved king?

David. (1 Chronicles 29:28)



24. Who was “the weeping prophet?”
Jeremiah.

25. Who was thrown into the lion’s den?
Daniel. (Daniel 6)

26. Who were the two people in the famous fight with a stone
and a sling?

David and Goliath. (1 Samuel 17)
27. What is the book of Acts about?

The early years of the church, as the gospel begins to
spread throughout the world.

28. What are epistles?
Letters.

29. On what occasion was the Holy Spirit given to the church?
Pentecost. (Acts 2:1-4)

30. Whom did God command to sacrifice his only son?
Abraham. (Genesis 22:2)

31. What was the 0ld Testament feast that celebrated God’s
saving the firstborn of Israel the night they left Egypt?

Passover. (Exodus 12:27)

32. Who was the Hebrew who became prime minister of Egypt?
Joseph. (Genesis 41:41)

33. Who was the Hebrew woman who became Queen of Persia?

Esther. (Esther 2:17)



34. Who was the pagan woman who became David’s great-
grandmother?

Ruth. (Ruth 4:17)
35. Which angel appeared to Mary?

Gabriel. (Luke 1:26)
36. How did the Lord Jesus die?

He gave up His life while being crucified. (John 19:18)
37. What happened to Him three days after He died?

He was raised from the dead. (John 20)

38. What happened to the Lord Jesus 40 days after His
resurrection?

He ascended bodily into heaven. (Acts 1:9-11)

39. What should we do when we sin, in order to restore our
fellowship with God?

1 John 1:9 tells us, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”

40. How did the universe and world get here?

Genesis 1:1 tells us, “In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth.” We are told further in Colossians
1:16 and 17 that the Lord Jesus Christ was the one who did
the creating.

41. Where did Satan and the demons come from?

Satan was originally the best and the brightest angel, but
he sinned in his pride, wanting to be God. Some of the
angels followed him, and these “fallen angels” were cast out
of heaven. (Isaiah 14, Ezekiel 28)



42. Who directed the writing of the Bible?
The Holy Spirit. (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21)
43. Where was the Lord Jesus before He was conceived in Mary?
In heaven. (Philippians 2:6-11, 1 Corinthians 15:49)
44. Who taught in parables?
The Lord Jesus. (Matthew 13:3)
45. What are parables?
A short, simple story with a spiritual point.
46. Which two animals talked with human speech?

The serpent in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:3) and Balaam’s
donkey (Numbers 22:28).

47. With which woman did David commit adultery?
Bathsheba. (2 Samuel 11)

48. Which one of their sons succeeded David as king?
Solomon. (2 Samuel 12:24)

49. Who was the female judge of Israel?
Deborah. (Judges 4:4)

50. Who was the wisest man in the world?
Solomon. (1 Kings 3:12)

51. Who was the first man?
Adam. (Genesis 2:20)

52. Who was the most humble man on earth?

Moses. (Numbers 12:3)



53. Who was the strongest man on earth?
Samson. (Judges 13-16)

54. Where were the two nations of God’s people taken into
captivity?

Israel was taken into Assyria (2 Kings 17:23), and Judah
into Babylon (2 Chronicles 36:20).

55. Which cupbearer to a foreign king rebuilt the wall of
Jerusalem?

Nehemiah. (Nehemiah 2:5)

56. Who were the two Old Testament prophets who worked
miracles?

Elijah and Elisha. (1 Kings 17 — 2 Kings 6)

57. Which 0ld Testament prophet spent three days in the belly
of a great fish?

Jonah. (Jonah 1:17)
58. What is the last book of the 0ld Testament?
Malachi.
59. For which Israelite commander did the sun stand still?
Joshua. (Joshua 10)
60. Who was the first king of Israel?
Saul. (1 Samuel 13:1)
61. Who built the temple in Israel?
Solomon. (1 Kings 6)

62. Which of the twelve tribes of Israel served as priests?



Levites. (Deuteronomy 10:8)

63. Which city fell after the Israelites marched around it
daily for seven days?

Jericho. (Joshua 6:20)
64. What did God give the Israelites to eat in the wilderness?
Manna and quail. (Exodus 16)
65. Which two people walked on water?
Jesus and Peter. (Matthew 14:29)
66. Who was the first martyr?
Stephen. (Acts 7)
67. Who betrayed Jesus to the priests, and for how much?

Judas betrayed Him for 30 pieces of silver, the price of a
slave. (Matthew 26:14-15)

68. What is the Lord’s Prayer?

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen. (Matthew 6:9-13)

69. Who was the first person to see the risen Lord?
Mary Magdalene. (John 20:16)
70. Which prophet and cousin of the Lord was beheaded?

John the Baptist. (John 14:10)



71. To what country did the young Jesus and His parents escape
when Herod was threatening His life?

Egypt. (Matthew 2:13-15)
72. What was Christ’s first miracle?

He turned water into wine at the wedding at Cana. (John
2:11)

73. Which one of the Lord’s personal friends did He raise from
the dead?

Lazarus. (John 11)
74. Who was the greatest missionary of the New Testament?
Paul. (see book of Acts)
75. Who was Paul’s first partner?
Barnabas. (Acts 13:2)
76. Whom did an angel release from prison?
Peter. (Acts 12)

77. Which event caused God to splinter human language into
many tongues?

The building of the Tower of Babel. (Genesis 11)

78. Which chapter of an 0ld Testament prophet’s book gives a
detailed prophecy of the Messiah’s death by crucifixion?

Isaiah 53.

79. Who wrestled all night with the Lord and was left with a
permanent limp?

Jacob. (Genesis 32:22-32)

80. Which two pastors did Paul write letters to?



Timothy and Titus.

81. Who was hailed as a god when he was bitten by a snake but
nothing bad happened?

Paul. (Acts 28:5-6)

82. Which two New Testament writers were brothers of the Lord
Jesus?

James and Jude. (Matthew 13:55)

83. Which two New Testament books were written by a doctor?
Luke and Acts. (2 Timothy 4:11)

84. Who had a coat of many colors?
Joseph. (Genesis 37:3)

85. In what sin did Aaron lead the Israelites while his
brother Moses was up on the mountain talking to God?

They made an idol in the form of a golden calf. (Exodus 32)
86. How many books are there in the entire Bible?
66: 39 in the 0ld Testament, and 27 in the New Testament.

87. What’'s the difference between John the Baptist and the
John who wrote several New Testament books?

John the Baptist was a prophet who proclaimed the kingdom of
God was near in preparation for his cousin Jesus’ ministry.
The John who wrote the gospel of John, the epistles-1, 2 and
3 John-and Revelation, was one of the twelve apostles and
one of those closest to the Lord, along with Peter and
James. He called himself “the disciple whom Jesus loved.”

88. Who saw the Lord appear to him in a burning bush?

Moses. (Exodus 3)



89. How many sons did Jacob have?

Twelve. They were the ancestors of the twelve tribes of
Israel. (Genesis 35:22)

90. Who gave up his birthright for a bowl of stew?
Esau. (Genesis 25:33)

91. Which Psalm starts out, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall
not want?”

Psalm 23.

92. Who disowned the Lord Jesus three times before a cock
crowed?

Peter. (Matthew 26:69-75)

93. What did the Lord do just after the Last Supper to
demonstrate His love and humility?

He washed the disciples’ feet. (John 13:5)
94. Where 1s the New Testament “Hall of Faith?”
Hebrews 11.

95. Who appeared with the Lord Jesus in glory on the Mount of
Transfiguration?

Elijah and Moses. (Mark 9:4)
96. Who is the second Adam?
The Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:45-49)

97. Which 0ld Testament prophet married a prostitute because
God told him to?

Hosea. (Hosea 1:2)

98. What are the two sacred ordinances that the Lord commanded



us to observe?

Baptism (Matthew 28:19,20) and Communion, or the Lord’s
Table (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).

99. What are supernatural enablings that allow a believer to
serve the Body of Christ with ease and effectiveness?

Spiritual gifts. (Romans 12:6-8, 1 Corinthians 12, Ephesians
4:8-13, 1 Peter 4:10-11)

100. Whose tomb was Christ buried in?
Joseph of Arimathea. (Matthew 27:57-60)

101. Who wrote the book of Hebrews?
Nobody knows.

102. Which is the “epistle of joy?”
Philippians.

103. What is the book of Revelation about?
The end of the world.

104. Who is the bride of Christ?

The church—that is, all who have trusted Him for salvation.
(Ephesians 5:25-27, Revelation 19:7-8)

Note

1. bit.ly/fR8BuUA

© 2005 Probe Ministries International


http://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/5-barna-update/82-americans-draw-theological-beliefs-from-diverse-points-of-view

